
Palm Sunday/The Passion of our Lord 

March 24, 2013 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 

The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them  
(Psalm 111:2) 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Gerald Klemp (UW Hospital-Madison, recovering after back surgery), Al 

Heimsoth (Recovering at home); Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, 

Joshua Weisensel, Keith McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  

  10:30a-Sunday School & Bible Class  

Maundy Thursday services: 

 7p: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-Dubuque  

 8p: Christ Lutheran Church-Highland 

Good Friday Services: 

 2p: Christ Lutheran Church-Highland 

 7p: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-Dubuque  

Easter Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Resurrection of our Lord 

 

“When Paul asserts, on the one hand, ‘I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 

counsel of God’ (Acts 20:27), and declares, on the other hand, ‘I determined not to 

know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him Crucified’ (1 Cor. 2:2), he 

thereby teaches that the forgiveness of sins gained by the reconciling death of Christ is 

the center of the Christian doctrine.”  (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, 139) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

 
Where is this written? The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and St. Paul write: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." In the same way also he 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 

"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 

hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 

www.issuesetc.org.  

”; that is, faith is                

Last Week 

Attendance: 18 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 

 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

[ARTICLE IV. JUSTIFICATION] 

 

REPLY TO THE OPPONENTS’ ARGUMENTS 
 

218 Now we shall answer the texts that our opponents quote8 to prove that we are 

justified by love and works. From 1 Cor. 13:2 they quote, “If I have all faith, etc., but 

have not love, I am nothing.” Here they celebrate a great victory. Before the whole 

church, they say, Paul asserts that faith alone does not justify. 219 Now that we have 

shown what we believe about love and works, it will be easy to answer this. In this 

text Paul requires love. We require it, too. We have said above that we should be  

renewed and begin to keep the law, according to the statement (Jer. 31:33), “I will put 

my law within their hearts.” Whoever casts away love will not keep his faith, be it 

ever so great, because he will not keep the Holy Spirit. 220 But in this text Paul is not 

discussing the mode of justification. He is writing to people who, upon being         

justified, needed urging to bear good fruits lest they lose the Holy Spirit. 221 Our   

opponents proceed in reverse order. They quote this one text in which Paul teaches 

about the fruits, and they omit the many other texts in which he systematically      

discusses the mode of justification. Besides, to other texts that speak of faith they 

always add the correction that they should be understood in reference to “faith formed 

by love.” Here they do not add the correction: We need the faith that we are          

accounted righteous because of Christ, the propitiator. Thus our opponents exclude 

Christ from justification and teach only the righteousness of the law. But let us return 

to Paul. 

 
222 No one can draw anything more from this text than that love is necessary. 

This we grant. It is also necessary not to steal. It would be a fallacy to reason that 

because it is necessary not to steal, therefore not stealing justifies; for justification is 

not the approval of a particular act but of the total person. Hence this passage from 

Paul is not against us; only our opponents should not add their own whims to it. For 

he is not saying that love justifies but that “I am nothing”; that is, faith is                

extinguished, no matter how great it may have been. He is not saying that love       

conquers the terrors of sin and death; that we can set our love against the wrath and 

judgment of God; that our love satisfies the law of God; that by our love we have 

access to God even without Christ, the propitiator; that by our love we receive the 

promised forgiveness of sins — Paul is saying none of these things. He does not   

believe that love justifies, for we are justified only when we take hold of Christ, the 

propitiator, and believe that for his sake God is gracious to us. Nor is justification 

even to be dreamed without Christ, the propitiator. (¶218-222) 


