
December 1, 2013 
First Sunday in Advent—Happy New Year! 

 
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Luke 11:28  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Betty Hynes (recovering from surgery); Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Gerald Klemp (in 
Texas); Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 
Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  1st Sunday of Advent 

 No Bible Class Thanksgiving Day weekend 
Tuesday, 9a: Study of Lutheran Theology @ ALC Everyone invited 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service of the Word 
 10:30a: Bible Study Christian Questions & their Answers 
 
Apostles’ voter’s meeting will be next week on December 8. Elections and the 2014 
budget are among the items for discussion. 
 
“The chief fault which modern theology finds in the Early Church, in Luther, and in the 
Lutheran dogmaticians, is that they ‘identify’ Scripture with the Word of God.” (F. 
Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, 213) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

As the head of the family should teach them  
in a simple way to his household. 

 

The Close of the Commandments  
 
What does God say about all of these commandments? He says, "I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love Me and keep My commandments" (Exodus 20:5-6). 
 
What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. 
Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises 
grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should 
also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by 
LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.  

of slanderers. Nothing can be said so carefully that it can avoid               

 
THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 
 
 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 
 

ARTICLES VII AND VIII. THE CHURCH 
 

2 The saying is certainly true that there is no defense against the attacks 
of slanderers. Nothing can be said so carefully that it can avoid               
misrepresentation. 3 That is why we added the eighth article, to avoid the 
impression that we separate evil men and hypocrites from the outward    
fellowship of the church or deny efficacy to the sacraments which evil men 
or hypocrites administer. Thus we do not need to defend ourselves at any 
length against this slander. The eighth article exonerates us enough. We 
concede that in this life the hypocrites and evil men are mingled with the 
church and are members of the church according to the outward associa-
tions of the church’s marks — that is, Word, confession, and sacraments — 
especially if they have not been excommunicated. The sacraments do not 
lose their efficacy when they are administered by evil men; indeed, we may 
legitimately use sacraments that are administered by evil men. 4 Paul also 
predicts that Antichrist will “take his seat in the temple of God” (2 Thess. 
2:4), that is, that he will rule and hold office in the church. 

 
5 The church is not merely an association of outward ties and rites like 

other civic governments, however, but it is mainly an association of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit in men’s hearts. To make it recognizable, this        
association has outward marks, the pure teaching of the Gospel and the    
administration of the sacraments in harmony with the Gospel of Christ. This 
church alone is called the body of Christ, which Christ renews, consecrates, 
and governs by his Spirit, as Paul testifies when he says (Eph. 1:22, 23), 
“And he has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness,” that is, the whole congregation “of him who fills all in 
all.” Thus those in whom Christ is not active are not members of Christ. 
This much our opponents also admit, that the wicked are dead members of 

the church. (¶2-5) 

Last week  
Attendance: 25 

Offering: $786 (11/10), $467 (11/17), $977 (11/24) 


