
December 8, 2013 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Luke 11:28  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Pastor Steve Flo (diagnosed with prostate cancer);  Evelyn Bell, Lynda McDonald, 
Betty Hynes (Recovering from medical procedure/surgery); Al Heimsoth, Virgil       
Bennett, Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua 
Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

 
Today, 9a: Divine Service of the Word 

            10:30a: Bible Study Christian Questions & their Answers 
            ~11a: Voter’s Meeting 
            Friday, 2p: On-campus Bible Study (Final study of semester) Pioneer Room of Student Ctr 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion   
            10:30a: Bible Study Christian Questions & their Answers 
 
Apostles’ voter’s meeting is today following an abbreviated Bible class. Elections and 
the 2014 budget are among the items for discussion. 
 
“The Scriptures of the Old Testament are quoted in the New Testament plainly as God’s 
Word.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, 214) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
As the head of the family should teach them  

in a simple way to his household. 
 

The First Article: Creation  
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 
senses, and still takes care of them.  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 
drink, house and home, wife and children, land,  animals, and all I have. He richly and 
daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me 
against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only out 
of    fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For 
all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly 
true. 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD 
(Tappert Edition) 

 
APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

 
ARTICLES VII AND VIII. THE CHURCH 

 
7 We have not said anything new. Paul defined the church in the same 

way in Eph. 5:25-27, saying that it should be purified in order to be holy. 
He also added the outward marks, the Word and the sacraments. He says, 
“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for it, that he might sanctify 
it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with the word, that the church 
might be presented before him in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that it might be holy and without blemish.” We have repeated 
this statement almost verbatim in our Confession. The Creed also defines 
the church this way, teaching us to believe that there is a holy, catholic 
church. Certainly the wicked are not a holy church! 8 The following phrase, 
“the communion of saints,” seems to have been added to explain what 
“church” means, namely, the assembly of saints who share the association 
of the same Gospel or teaching and of the same Holy spirit, who renews, 
consecrates, and governs their hearts. 

9 We set forth this doctrine for a very necessary reason. We see the   
infinite dangers that threaten the church with ruin. There is an infinite   
number of ungodly within the church who oppress it. The church will abide 
nevertheless; it exists despite the great multitude of the wicked, and Christ 
supplies it with the gifts he has promised — the forgiveness of sins, answer 
to prayer, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Creed offers us these         
consolations that we may not despair but may know all this. 10 It says “the 
church catholic” lest we take it to mean an outward government of certain 
nations. It is, rather, made up of men scattered throughout the world who 
agree on the Gospel and have the same Christ, the same Holy Spirit, and the 
same sacraments, whether they have the same human traditions or not. The 
gloss in the Decrees says that “the church in the larger sense includes both 
the godly and the wicked,” and that the wicked are part of the church only 
in name and not in fact, while the godly are part of the church in fact as well 
as in name.  11 The Fathers say the same thing in many places. For example, 
Jerome says, “Therefore the sinner who has been defiled by any spot cannot 
be called part of the church of Christ, nor can he be said to be subject to 

Christ.”(¶7-11) 

Last week  
Attendance: 11 

 


