
December 22, 2013 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Luke 11:28  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Pastor Fred Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center; having medical concerns);  Lynda     
McDonald, Betty Hynes (Recovering from medical procedure/surgery); Al Heimsoth, Virgil 
Bennett, Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua 
Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, celebrated 
Monday-Thursday: Pastor out of town  
(Call Pastor Kincaid/Cearlock of Our Redeemer-Dubuque for pastoral care: 563-588-1247) 
Tuesday/Wednesday, Christmas Eve/Day services: Check with St. Paul/Our Redeemer-Dubuque 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

 
A blessed Christmas to you and your family! 

 
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:10-11 
 

“So abundantly do the Scriptures themselves testify that the Scriptures of both the Old and 
the New Testament are God’s Word.  Scripture and God’s Word are therefore actually to be 
‘identified.’” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, 216) 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
As the head of the family should teach them  

in a simple way to his household. 
 

The Second Article: Redemption   
(Explanation) 

 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 
man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and            
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent  suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His  
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just 
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

The first matter is the faith which is truly to be         
perceived in all the words of God. This faith does not 
merely consist in believing that this story is true, as it is 
written. For that does not avail anything, because     
everyone, even the damned, believe that. Concerning 
faith, Scripture and God’s word do not teach that it is a 
natural work, without grace. Rather the faith that is the 
right one, rich in grace, demanded by God’s word and 
deed, is that you firmly believe Christ is born for you 
and that his birth is yours, and come to pass for your 
benefit. For the Gospel teaches that Christ was born for 

our sake and that he did everything and suffered all things for our sake, just 
as the angel says here: “I announce to you a great joy which will come to all 
people; for to you is born this day a Savior who is Christ the Lord” [Luke 
2:10–11]. From these words you see clearly that he was born for us. 

He does not simply say: “Christ is born,” but: “for you is he born.” 
Again, he does not say: “I announce a joy,” but: “to you do I announce a 
great joy.” Again, this joy will not remain in Christ, but is for all people. A 
damned or a wicked man does not have this faith, nor can he have it. For the 
right foundation of all salvation which unites Christ and the believing heart 
in this manner is that everything they have individually becomes something 
they hold in common. What is it that they have? 

Christ has a pure, innocent, holy birth. Man has an impure, sinful, 
damned birth, as David says in Psalm 51[:5]: “Behold, in sin am I fashioned 
in the womb, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” There is no remedy 
for this except through the pure birth of Christ. Now the birth of Christ    
cannot be distributed physically, even as that would not be of any help    
either. For this reason it is distributed spiritually, by means of the word, to 
everyone, as the angel says, so that all who firmly believe that it is given to 
them in this manner shall not be harmed by their impure birth; this is the 
manner and means to become cleansed from the stain of the birth we have 
from miserable Adam. Christ willed to be born so that we might be born in 
different manner, as he says in John 3[:3–6]. This happens through that 
faith, as James 1[:18] says: “He has born us of his own will through his 
word of truth, so that we begin to be his new creation.” In this manner 
Christ takes to himself our birth and absorbs it in his birth; he presents us 
with his birth so that we become pure and new in it, as if it were our own, 
so that every Christian might rejoice in this birth of Christ and glory in it no 
less than if he, too, like Christ, had been born bodily of Mary. Whoever 
does not believe this or has doubts about it, is not a Christian. (Luther, M. 
(1999, c1974). Vol. 52: Luther's works, vol. 52 : Sermons II (J. J. Pelian, H. C. Oswald & H. 
T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (Vol. 52, Page 14-16). Philadelphia: Fortress Press.)  

Last week  
Attendance: 18 


