
December 29, 2013 
Happy New Year! 

 
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We   believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 

God has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that 
this hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 

 
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Luke 11:28  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Pastor Fred Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center; having medical concerns);  Lynda     
McDonald, Betty Hynes (Recovering from medical procedure/surgery); Al Heimsoth, Virgil 
Bennett, Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Serving in our military: Owen  Jacobson, Joshua 
Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
 

Today, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  Circumcision and Name of our Lord 

 No Bible Class  
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  The Epiphany of our Lord 
 

A Blessed New Year to you and your Family! 
 

“Luther warns in the preface to the Old Testament: ‘I beg and faithfully warn every 
pious Christian not to stumble at the simplicity of the language and the stories that will 
often meet him here.  He should not doubt that however simple they may seem these are 
the very words, judgments, and deeds of the high majesty, power, and wisdom of God.  
For this is Scripture, and it makes fools of all the wise and prudent and is an open book 
to the small and foolish, as Christ says Matt. 11:25.  Therefore dismiss your own 
thoughts and feelings, and think of the Scriptures as the loftiest and noblest of holy 
things, as the richest of mines, which can never be exhausted, so that you may find the 
wisdom of God that HE lays before you in such foolish and simple guise, in order that 
He may quench all pride.’” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol I, 217) 
 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

As the head of the family should teach them  
in a simple way to his household. 

 
The Third Article: Sanctification  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by 
LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.  

 
THE BOOK OF CONCORD 

(Tappert Edition) 
 
 

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 
 

ARTICLES VII AND VIII. THE CHURCH 
 

16 According to the Gospel, therefore, only those are the true    
people who accept this promise of the Spirit. Besides the church is 
the kingdom of Christ, the opposite of the kingdom of the devil. It is 
evident, moreover, that the wicked are in the power of the devil and 
are members of the devil’s kingdom, as Paul teaches in Eph. 
2:2 when he says that the devil “is now at work in the sons of        
disobedience.” Certainly the Pharisees had an outward affiliation with 
the church (that is, with the saints among the Old Testament people), 
for they held high positions and they sacrificed and taught. To them 
Christ says (John 8:44), “You are of your father the devil.” Thus the 
church, which is truly the kingdom of Christ, is, precisely speaking, 
the congregation of the saints. The wicked are ruled by the devil and 
are his captives; they are not ruled by the Spirit of Christ. 

 
17 But why belabor the obvious? If the church, which is truly the 

kingdom of Christ, is distinguished from the kingdom of the devil, it 
necessarily follows that since the wicked belong to the kingdom of 
the devil, they are not the church. In this life, nevertheless, because 
the kingdom of Christ has not yet been revealed, they are mingled 
with the church and hold office in the church. 18 The fact that the 
revelation has not yet come does not make the wicked the kingdom of 
Christ. What he quickens by his Spirit is always the same kingdom of 
Christ, whether it be revealed or hidden under the cross, just as Christ 
is the same, whether now glorified or previously afflicted. (¶16-18) 


