
 
BIBLE READINGS FOR  

THE CIRCUMCISION AND NAME OF JESUS  
 
 
 
Old Testament Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 
22 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 "Speak to Aaron and 
his sons, saying, 'This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. 
Say to them: 24 "The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The LORD 
make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; 26 The 
LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace." ' 27 
"So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless 
them." 
 
 
Epistle Reading: Galatians 3:23-29 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept 
for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore the law 
was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For 
you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are 
Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 
 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:21 
21 And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the 
Child, His name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel    
before He was conceived in the womb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Bible Readings are from The New Kings James Version of the Bible: The New 
King James Version NKJV (NKJ), Copyright © 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc.] 

 
Finally, it was customary to give the child a 
name in connection with circumcision, as we see 
here and in the case of John the Baptist, to 
whom, too, his name was given when he was 
circumcised. However, just as Christ was not 
obliged to be circumcised, and this sign was 
empty in his case, so, too, his name was given 
him beforehand through the angel, so that he did 

not obtain it through circumcision. This happened and was written that he 
should be free in every respect from the law and sin before all men and that 
he was solely serving us by submitting to the law and becoming like us, in 
order to save us from it, as Paul says in the Epistle lesson: “He was put    
under the law so that he might redeem them who were under the law” [Gal. 
4:4–5].  

 
For when death overcame him and slew him, without however   having any 
claim or cause against him, and he willingly and innocently  permitted   
himself to be slain, death became indebted to him, having done him wrong 
and having sinned against him and having handled all things inattentively, 
so that Christ has an honest claim against it. The wrong which death       
perpetrated against him, is so great that death is unable to pay or to atone 
for it. And so death must be under Christ and in his power forever. Thus 
death is overcome in Christ and strangled. But since Christ did this not for 
himself, but for us, and since he has made us a present of this overcoming 
of death in baptism, consequently all believers in Christ must be masters 
over death; death must be their subject, indeed, their criminal, whom they 
must judge and execute, exactly as they do when they die and on the Last 
Day. Through the gift of Christ death has become guilty against all to whom 
Christ has presented this gift. Behold, this is what we mean when we talk 
about being beautifully and happily redeemed from death through Christ… 
 
 

...Fittingly his name this day is called Jesus, that is, Savior; we call a 
savior someone who helps, redeems, saves, and who is wholly salutary for 
everybody; such a one the Hebrew language calls Jesus. Thus spoke the 
angel Gabriel to Joseph in his sleep, Matthew 1[:21]: “She will bear a son, 
and you shall call him Jesus, for he will save his people, freeing them from 
their sins.” Here the angel himself explains why his name should be Savior, 
Jesus, namely, he is salvation and redemption for his people. We have heard 
how this comes to pass through faith, to which he conveys all his rights and 
goods which he has over sin, death, and the law. He makes the believer   
justified, free, and blessed. [John Nicholas, Lenker ed. Sermons of Martin 
Luther  (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1995), 316-318.] 


