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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XIII.  
THE NUMBER AND USE OF THE SACRAMENTS 

 
1 In Article XIII our opponents approve the statement that the           

sacraments are no mere marks of profession among men, as some imagine, 
but are rather signs and testimonies of God’s will toward us, through which 
he moves men’s hearts to believe. But they insist that we enumerate seven 
sacraments.  2 We believe we have the duty not to neglect any of the rites 
and ceremonies instituted in Scripture, whatever their number. We do not 
think it makes much difference if, for purposes of teaching, the enumeration 
varies, provided what is handed down in Scripture is preserved. For that 
matter, the Fathers did not always use the same enumeration. 

 
3 If we define sacraments as “rites which have the command of God and 

to which the promise of grace has been added,” we can easily determine 
which are sacraments in the strict sense. By this definition, rites instituted 
by men are not sacraments in the strict sense since men do not have the  
authority to promise grace. Hence signs instituted without God’s command 
are not sure signs of grace, even though they may instruct or admonish the 
simple folk. 4 The genuine sacraments, therefore, are Baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, and absolution (which is the sacrament of penitence), for these rites 
have the commandment of God and the promise of grace, which is the heart 
of the New Testament. When we are baptized, when we eat the Lord’s 
body, when we are absolved, our hearts should firmly believe that God 
really forgives us for Christ’s sake. 5 Through the Word and the rite God 
simultaneously moves the heart to believe and take hold of faith, as Paul 
says (Rom. 10:17), “Faith comes from what is heard.” As the Word enters 
through the ears to strike the heart, so the rite itself enters through the eyes 
to move the heart. The Word and the rite have the same effect, as Augustine 
said so well when he called the sacrament “the visible Word,” for the rite is 
received by the eyes and is a sort of picture of the Word, signifying the 
same thing as the Word. Therefore both have the same effect.   

(¶1-5) 

Last week: 
Attendance: 9 

Offering: $272.00 

January 4, 2014 
The Epiphany of our Lord, observed 

 
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 

the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  
Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

TABLE OF DUTIES 
 

Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,  
admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities 

 

To Workers of All Kinds 
 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just 
as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on 
you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve            
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the 
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. Eph. 
6:5-8 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Pastor Klingbeil, 
Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, 
Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

  
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Epiphany of our Lord 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class resumes Saints of the Old Testament 

Tuesday, 9a: Study of Lutheran Theology 
Wednesday, 5p: New Member Class resumes Apostles’ Creed, Article 3 & Office of the Keys 
 6:15p: Study of The Lutheran Confessions resumes 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 
 
“The Word of the Gospel, presented in Scripture, has the inherent power to deliver man 
from the fear of death and thus to make him the victor over death.  This victory is     
beyond human power, as Scripture and experience testify.  Scripture teaches expressly 
that all men by nature were all their lifetime subject to bondage through the fear of 
death (Heb. 2:15) and had no hope.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 316-317). 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

 
Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1–6 
 
        1Arise, shine, for your light has come,  and the glory of the LORD has 
risen upon you.  2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory 
will be seen upon you.   3And nations shall come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your rising. 
  
        4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall 
be carried on the hip.  5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 
 
Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12 
 
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you   
Gentiles—2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known 
to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you 
can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been       
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is 
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and      
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

      7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s 
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though 
I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for    
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of 
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the    
heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and    
access with confidence through our faith in him. 

 
Gospel:  Matthew 2:1–12 
 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it is written by the prophet: 
  
        6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
        are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
      for from you shall come a ruler 
        who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
  
      7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star 
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they     
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw 
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and         
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 
 
 


