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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XIII.  
THE NUMBER AND USE OF THE SACRAMENTS 

 
6 Confirmation and extreme unction are rites received from the Fathers 

which even the church does not require as necessary for salvation since they do 
not have the command of God. Hence it is useful to distinguish these from the 
earlier ones which have an express command from God and a clear promise of 
grace. 

 
7 Our opponents do not interpret the priesthood in reference to the ministry 

of the Word or the administration of the sacraments to others, but in reference 
to    sacrifice, as though the new covenant needed a priesthood like the      
Levitical to offer sacrifices and merit the forgiveness of sins for the people. 8 
We teach that the  sacrificial death of Christ on the cross was sufficient for the 
sins of the whole world and that there is no need for additional sacrifices as 
though this were not sufficient for our sins. 9 Men are not justified, therefore, 
because of any other sacrifices, but because of this one sacrifice of Christ if 
they believe that it has redeemed them. Thus priests are not called to make sac-
rifices that merit forgiveness of sins for the people, as in the Old Testament, but 
they are called to preach the Gospel and administer the sacraments to the      
people. 10 As the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches clearly enough, we do not have 
a priesthood like the Levitical. 11 If ordination is interpreted in relation to the 
ministry of the Word, we have no obligation to calling ordination a sacrament. 
The ministry of the Word has God’s command and glorious promises: “The 
Gospel is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith” (Rom. 
1:16), again, “My word that goes forth from my mouth shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). 12 If ordination is interpreted this way, we shall not 
object either to calling the laying on of hands a sacrament. The church has the  
command to appoint ministers; to this we must subscribe wholeheartedly, for 
we know that God approves this ministry and is present in it. 13 It is good to 
extol the ministry of the Word with every possible kind of praise in opposition 
to the fanatics who dream that the Holy Spirit does not come through the Word 
but because of their own preparations. They sit in a dark corner doing and    
saying nothing, but only waiting for illumination, as the enthusiasts taught   
formerly and the Anabaptists teach now. (¶6-13) 
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The Baptism of our Lord 

 
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 

the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  
Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

TABLE OF DUTIES 
 

Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,  
admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities 

 

To Employers and Supervisors 
 

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that 
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. 
Eph. 6:9 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Pastor Klingbeil, 
Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, 
Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Baptism  of our Lord 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class resumes Saints of the Old Testament 

Tuesday, 9a: Pastor’s Circuit Meeting, Our Savior-Baraboo 
Wednesday, 5p: New Member Class Lord’s Prayer  
 6:15p: Study of The Lutheran Confessions Augsburg X. The Lord’s Supper 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class resumes Saints of the Old Testament 
 
“The divine power does not operate outside or alongside the Word, but through the 
Word and therefore inheres in the Word; that is the plain statement of Scripture, Rom. 
10:17 (evk), 1 Pet. 1:23 (dia,), and must be maintained against the Reformed...” (F. 
Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 317). 
 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 
 

Old Testament: Genesis 1:1–5 
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was    
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
      3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that 
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 
Epistle: Romans 6:1–11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By 
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that 
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. 
      5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was 
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so 
that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set 
free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died 
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must con-
sider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 1:4–11 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of     
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 
wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
      9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he 
saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
(Small Catechism) 

 
First  

 

What is Baptism? Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in 
God's command and combined with God's word. 
 
Which is that word of God? Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of         
Matthew: "Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 
 

Second  
 

What benefits does Baptism give? It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from 
death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 
words and promises of God declare. 
 
Which are these words and promises of God? Christ our Lord says in the last 
chapter of Mark: "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be  condemned" (Mark 16:16). 
 

Third  
 

How can water do such great things? Certainly not just water, but the word of 
God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts 
this word of God in the water. For without God's word the water is plain water 
and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 
water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. 
Paul says in Titus, chapter three: "He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy                 
saying" (Titus 3:5-8). 
 

Fourth  
 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? It indicates that the Old Adam in 
us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins 
and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live     
before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
 
Where is this written? St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: "We were       
therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life" (Romans 6:4). 


