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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XIII.  
THE NUMBER AND USE OF THE SACRAMENTS 

 
18 It is much more necessary to know how to use the sacraments. Here we 

condemn the whole crowd of scholastic doctors who teach that unless there is 
some obstacle, the sacraments confer grace ex opere operato, without a good 
disposition in the one using them. It is sheer Judaism to believe that we are   
justified by a ceremony without a good disposition in our heart, that is, without 
faith. Yet this ungodly and wicked notion is taught with great authority 
throughout the papal realm. 19 In opposition to this, Paul denies that Abraham 
was justified by circumcision, but says that circumcision was a sign given to 
exercise faith. Thus we teach that in using the sacraments there must be a faith 
which believes these promises and accepts that which is promised and offered 
in the sacrament. 20 The reason for this is clear and well founded. A promise is 
useless unless faith accepts it. The sacraments are signs of the promises. When 
they are used, therefore, there must be faith, so that anyone who uses the Lord’s 
Supper uses it this way. Because this is a sacrament of the New Testament, as 
Christ clearly says (1 Cor. 11:25), the communicant should be certain that the 
free forgiveness of sins, promised in the New Testament, is being offered to 
him. He should accept this by faith, comfort his troubled conscience, and     
believe that the testimonies are not false but as certain as though God, by a new 
miracle, promised his will to forgive. For that matter, what good would such 
miracles or promises do an unbeliever? 21 Here we are talking about personal 
faith, which accepts the promise as a present reality and believes that the      
forgiveness of sins is actually being offered, not about a faith which believes in 
a general way that God exists. 22 Such use of the sacrament comforts devout 
and troubled minds. 

 
23 Words cannot describe the abuses which this fanatical notion, about the 

sacraments ex opere operato without a good disposition in the one using them, 
has spawned in the church. From it has come the endless desecration of Masses, 
which we shall discuss a little later.  No one can produce a single word from the 
Fathers that supports the scholastics on this question. In fact, Augustine says 
the opposite: that faith in the sacrament, and not the sacrament, justifies.  And 
Paul’s statement is familiar (Rom. 10:10), “Man believes with his heart and so 
is justified.” (¶18-23 ) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

TABLE OF DUTIES 
 

Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,  
admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities 

 

To Widows 
 

The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues 
night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is 
dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5-6 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Pastor Klingbeil, 
Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, 
Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Installation of Officers 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
 Special Voter’s Meeting 

Wednesday, No New Member Class this week, resumes next week (2/4 @ 5p). 
 6:15p: Study of The Lutheran Confessions  

Friday, 4p: On-Campus Bible Study: Survey of the New Testament Computer Conference Rm 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School  

 
During the service today, officers for 2015 will be installed. 
 
Following Service today, Apostles will be having a special voter’s meeting for the    
purpose of establishing the 2015 budget. 
 
“Scripture does not treat everything a man can know, for example, the things pertaining 
to the sphere of earthly or civil life...The Scriptures do not reveal all divine matters...But 
Scripture teaches perfectly whatever we need to know to obtain eternal life.” (F. Pieper, 
Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 317-318). 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
3RD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 
 

Old Testament: Jonah 3:1–5, 10 
1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 
2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the   
message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,      
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed 
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them to the least of them. . . . 
      10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to 
them, and he did not do it. 
 
 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 
29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very 
short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had 
none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and 
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who 
buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the 
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 
this world is passing away. 
      32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is    
anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But 
the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his 
wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed 
woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in 
body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly 
things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, 
not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to 
secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:14–20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 
the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the     
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
      16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew 
the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were         
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 
 
 

— 
 
 

THE SMALCAD ARCTICLES 
 

PART III, III. REPENTANCE 
 

3 This is what the beginning of true repentance is like. Here man must hear 
such a judgment as this: “You are all of no account. Whether you are manifest    
sinners or saints,2 you must all become other than you now are and do otherwise 
than you now do, no matter who you are and no matter how great, wise, mighty, 
and holy you may think yourselves. Here no one is godly,” etc. 

 
4 To this office of the law the New Testament immediately adds the consoling 

promise of grace in the Gospel. This is to be believed, as Christ says in Mark 1:15, 
“Repent and believe in the Gospel,” which is to say, “Become different, do        
otherwise, and believe my promise.” 5 John, who preceded Christ, is called a 
preacher of repentance — but for the remission of sins. That is, John was to accuse 
them all and convince them that they were sinners in order that they might know 
how they stood before God and recognize themselves as lost men. In this way they 
were to be prepared to receive grace from the Lord and to expect and accept from 
him the forgiveness of sins. 6 Christ himself says this in Luke 24:47, “Repentance 
and the forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations.” 
 


