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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

 

ARTICLE XIV. ECCLESIASTICAL ORDER 
 

1 With the proviso that we employ canonical ordination, they accept Article 
XIV, where we say that no one should be allowed to administer the Word and 
the sacraments in the church unless he is duly called.3 On this matter we have 
given frequent testimony in the assembly to our deep desire to maintain the 
church polity and various ranks of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, although they 
were created by human authority. We know that the Fathers had good and   
useful reasons for instituting ecclesiastical discipline in the manner described 
by the ancient canons. 2 But the bishops either force our priests to forsake and 
condemn the sort of doctrine we have confessed, or else, in their unheard of 
cruelty, they kill the unfortunate and innocent men. This keeps our priests from 
acknowledging such bishops. Thus the cruelty of the bishops is the reason for 
the abolition of canonical government in some places, despite our earnest desire 
to keep it. Let them see to it how they will answer to God for disrupting the 
church. 

 
3 In this issue our consciences are clear and we dare not approve the cruelty 

of those who persecute this teaching, for we know that our confession is true, 
godly, and catholic. 4 We know that the church is present among those who 
rightly teach the Word of God and rightly administer the sacraments. It is not 
present among those who seek to destroy the Word of God with their edicts, 
who even butcher anyone who teaches what is right and true, though the canons 
themselves are gentler with those who violate them. 5 Furthermore, we want at 
this point to declare our willingness to keep the ecclesiastical and canonical 
polity, provided that the bishops stop raging against our churches. This        
willingness will be our defense, both before God and among all nations, present 
and future, against the charge that we have undermined the authority of the 
bishops. Thus men may read that, despite our protest against the unjust cruelty 
of the bishops, we could not obtain justice.  (¶1-5) 

Last week: 
Attendance: 29 

Offering: $560.00 

February 1, 2015 
 

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

TABLE OF DUTIES 
 

Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,  
admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities 

 

To Widows 
 

The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues 
night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is 
dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5-6 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Pastor Klingbeil, 
Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, 
Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Installation of Officers 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Tuesday, 9a~11:30a: Study of Lutheran Theology All are welcome 

  Elder meeting 
Wednesday, 5p: New Member Class  
 6:15p: Study of The Lutheran Confessions  

Friday, 4p: On-Campus Bible Study: Survey of the New Testament Computer Conference Rm 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School  

 
 
During last week’s special voter’s meeting, Apostles unanimously accepted a budget in 
the amount of $44,725.00, , an increase of $7850 from last year. 
 
“It is certain, then, that the Scriptures, in order to attain their purpose of making men 
wise unto salvation, do not in any way need to be supplemented with any outside mate-
rial, be that tradition, church decrees, Pope, the experience of the theologian, science, or 
what not.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 318-319). 
 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
4TH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 
 

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 18:15–20 
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired 
of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire 
any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what 
they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words 
that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20But the 
prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not        
commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that 
same prophet shall die.” 
 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 
1Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone 
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to 
know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
      4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an 
idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For        
although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed 
there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,   
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
      7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former 
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their       
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We 
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care 
that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s 
temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food 
offered to idols? 11And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, 
the brother for whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and 
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.     
13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I 
make my brother stumble. 

 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:21–28 
21And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] 
entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the 
scribes. 23And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an   
unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27And they were all amazed, so that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once 
his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of     
Galilee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

— 
 
 
 

FORMULA OF CONCORD 
VIII. The Person of Christ 

 
1. We believe, teach, and confess that although the Son of God is a separate, 
distinct, and complete divine person and therefore has been from all eternity 
true, essential, and perfect God with the Father and the Holy Spirit, yet, when 
the time had fully come, he took the human nature into the unity of his person, 
not in such a manner that there are now two persons or two Christs, but in such 
a way that Christ Jesus is henceforth in one person simultaneously true eternal 
God, born of the Father from eternity, and also a true man, born of the most 
blessed virgin Mary, as it is written, “Of their race, according to the flesh, is the 
Christ, who is God over all, blessed for ever” (Rom. 9:5). 


