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ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
 

6 We have previously shown at length that men are justified by 
the faith that they have a gracious God not because of works but 
freely for Christ’s sake. This is definitely the teaching of the Gospel, 
for Paul clearly teaches (Eph. 2:8), “By grace you have been saved 
through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God” 
and not of men. 7 They say that men merit the forgiveness of sins by 
these human observances. What is this but to set up another justifier 
and mediator instead of Christ? 8 Paul says to the Galatians (5:4), 
“You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the 
law.” That is, if by the observance of the law you think you deserve 
to be accounted righteous before God, then Christ is of no use to you, 
for why does anyone need Christ if he believes he is righteous by his 
own observance of the law? 9 God has appointed Christ as the       
mediator; he wants to be gracious to us through him, not through our 
own righteousness. These men believe that God is reconciled and  
gracious because of the traditions and not because of Christ. Thus 
they rob Christ of his honor as the mediator. (¶6-9) 
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The Transfiguration of our Lord 

 
WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 

the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  
Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Christ Balvanz 
(Pam Wenndt’s brother); Pastor Klingbeil (as he considers a call to Necedah, WI; Pastor 
Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua 
Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion The Transfiguration of our Lord 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Tuesday, 10a: Meeting of the Altar Guild 

Wednesday, 5p: New Member Class  
 No Study of The Lutheran Confessions during Lent 
 7p: Ash Wednesday, Divine Service with Holy Communion Corporate Confession 

Friday, 4p: On-Campus Bible Study: Survey of the New Testament Computer Conference Rm 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School  

 
This coming Wednesday begins the penitential season of Lent, with Ash Wednesday.  
Services will be offered on Wednesdays throughout this season (through March),     
beginning @ 7p. 
 
“According to the Roman doctrine, Scripture becomes clear through the light emanating 
from the ‘Church,’ that is, from the Pope. According to the doctrine of the enthusiasts of all 
ages, it is illumined by the ‘inner light,’ which is communicated immediately.  According to 
the view of modern theology, the Bible is ‘divine-human’ in the sense that Scripture presents 
a mixture of truth and error...All of these views regarding the ‘perspicuity’ of Scripture have 
one common feature: It is man who must illumine Holy Scripture.  According to the teaching 
of Scripture, however, exactly the opposite relation obtains.  Not men illumine Scripture, but 
Scripture illumines men. ‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path’ (Psalm 
119:105).” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 319-320) 



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 
 
 

Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1–12 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a     
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2And Elijah 
said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as    
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over 
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
      4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over 
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
      6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me 
to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, 
I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the sons 
of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they 
both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled 
it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 
      9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do 
for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there 
be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he said, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as 
they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12–18; 4:1–6 
12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14But their minds were 
hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same 
veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 
15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 
16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being trans-
formed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
      4:1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not 
lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We 
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s    
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is 
veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from     
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 9:2–9 
2And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured 
before them, 3and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one 
on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with 
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you 
and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he did not know what to 
say, for they were terrified. 7And a cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 
8And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
but Jesus only. 
      9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to 
tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead. 
 


