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ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
 

10 From this point of view there is no difference between our          
traditions and the ceremonies of Moses. Paul condemns the            
ceremonies of Moses as well as traditions because they were thought 
of as works meriting righteousness before God and therefore they   
obscured the work of Christ and the righteousness of faith. With the 
removal of the law and of the traditions, he therefore contends that 
the forgiveness of sins has been promised, not because of our works 
but freely because of Christ, provided that we accept it by faith; for 
only faith can accept a promise. 11 Since it is by faith that we accept 
the forgiveness of sins and by faith that we have a gracious God for 
Christ’s sake, it is an ungodly error to maintain that we merit the    
forgiveness of sins by these observances. 12 Someone might say in 
this connection that though we do not merit the forgiveness of sins, 
those who are already justified do merit grace by observing these   
traditions. To this Paul replies that Christ would be “an agent of 
sins” (Gal. 2:17) if we were to believe that after justification we are 
not accounted righteous for his sake but must first merit this by other 
observances. “No one adds even to a man’s covenant.” In other 
words, to the covenant of God, promising that he will be gracious to 
us for Christ’s sake, we dare not add the condition that we must first 
earn our acceptance and justification through these observances. 
(¶10-12) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

2. How do you know this (that you are a sinner)? From the Ten Commandments, which 
I have not kept. 
 
3. Are you sorry for your sins? Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Chris Balvanz 
(Pam Wenndt’s brother); Pastor Klingbeil; Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); 
Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Wednesday, 9a: Study in Muscoda 
 5p: New Member Class  
  Study of The Lutheran Confessions resumes next week (March) 
 7p: Midweek Lenten Vespers 

Friday, 4p: On-Campus Bible Study: Survey of the New Testament Computer Conference Rm 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School  

 
Services are offered on Wednesdays throughout this season penitential season of Lent
(through March), beginning @ 7p.  Theme: The Passion of our Lord 
 
“...all Christians are to read the Scriptures (and) are to believe on the basis of Scripture and 
to judge truth and error on the same basis.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 320) 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS FOR THE  
1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

Old Testament: Genesis 22:1–18 
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the 
place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again 
to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 
his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of 
them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
      9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 
the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 
ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
      15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, 
and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand 
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his        
enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Epistle: James 1:12–18 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings 
forth death. 
      16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of 
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

 
 
 
 

Gospel:  Mark 1:9–15 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water,     
immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
      12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And 
he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he 
was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
      14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,           
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 
 
 
 


