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ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
18 What need is there for words in a matter so clear? If our opponents 
defend the notion that these human rites merit justification, grace, and 
the forgiveness of sins, they are simply establishing the kingdom of 
Antichrist. The kingdom of Antichrist is a new kind of worship of 
God, devised by human authority in opposition to Christ. Thus the 
kingdom of Mohammed has rites and works by which it seeks to be 
justified before God, denying that men are freely justified before God 
by faith for Christ’s sake. So the papacy will also be a part of the 
kingdom of Antichrist if it maintains that human rites justify. They 
take honor away from Christ when they teach that we are not justified 
freely for his sake but by such rites, and especially when they teach 
that for justification such rites are not only useful but necessary. The 
Confutation condemns our statement in the article on the church that 
for the true unity of the church it is not necessary that rites instituted 
by men be everywhere alike. 19 In his eleventh chapter Daniel says 
that the invention of human rites will be the very form and            
constitution of the kingdom of Antichrist. This is what he says 
(11:38): “He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these: a god 
whom his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, 
with precious stones and costly gifts.” Here he is describing the     
invention of rites, for he says that a god will be worshiped whom the 
fathers did not know. (¶18-19) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

5. Do you hope to be saved? Yes, that is my hope. 
6. In whom then do you trust? In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Mary (a friend of Melanie Buechler), whose mother died unexpectedly this past week; 
Norm Buechler (Dale’s Father); Robert Lowery (Friend of Gregg Lemke); Mary   
Heimsoth (with bronchitis), Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp 
(in Texas); Chris Balvanz (Pam Wenndt’s brother); Pastor Klingbeil; Pastor Davison 
(St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, 
Keith  McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Reception of new members 
 ~10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Tuesday, 9a: Pastor’s Circuit Meeting, Hickory Grove 
Wednesday, 5:30p Study of The Lutheran Confessions  
 7p: Midweek Lenten Vespers 

 Following Service: Council meeting 
Friday, 4p: No on-campus Bible Study—Continues March 27 

(UW-Platteville students on Spring Break, 3/14-3/22) 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 Voter’s meeting after service  

 

Wednesday Lent Midweek Vespers throughout this season penitential season of Lent 
(through March), beginning @ 7p.  Theme: The Passion of our Lord 
 
During today's service, we welcome Sarah Kirschbaum & Jeff Meyer into membership 
at Apostles as they seek to confess the Christian faith with us and receive the body and 
blood of Christ in the Lord’s Supper.. 
 
Sunday, March 15: Meeting of Apostles’ Voters following service 
 
“If we read the Bible as diligently as we read the newspaper (or magazine, internet, etc.), it 
would be clearer to us than the newspaper is, since the language of the Bible is the simpler 
of the two.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 320) 



BIBLE READINGS  
 
 

Old Testament: Exodus 20:1–17 
 
1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
      2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of slavery. 
      3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
      4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of       
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but     
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my      
commandments. 
      7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
      8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and 
do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On 
it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male   
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
      12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
      13“You shall not murder. 
      14“You shall not commit adultery. 
      15“You shall not steal. 
      16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
      17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 
 
 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 

18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
      “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
        and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 
      26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our    
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
 

Gospel: John 2:13–25 
13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In 
the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and 
the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of 
the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold 
the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house 
of trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” 
      18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this  
temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 
      23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in 
his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24But Jesus on his part did 
not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25and needed no one to 
bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
 


