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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
20 Although the holy Fathers themselves had rites and traditions, they 

did not regard them as useful or necessary for justification. They did not 
obscure the glory or work of Christ but taught that we are justified by faith 
for Christ’s sake, not for the sake of these human rites. They observed these 
human rites because they were profitable for good order, because they gave 
the people a set time to assemble, because they provided an example of how 
all things could be done decently and in order in the churches, and finally 
because they helped instruct the common folk. For different seasons and 
various rites serve as reminders for the common folk. 21 For these reasons 
the Fathers kept ceremonies, and for the same reasons we also believe in 
keeping traditions. We are amazed when our opponents maintain that     
traditions have another purpose, namely, to merit the forgiveness of sins, 
grace and justification. What is this but honoring God “with gold and silver 
and precious stones,”  believing that he is reconciled by a variety of       
vestments, ornaments, and innumerable similar observances in the human 
traditions. 

 
22 In Col. 2:23 Paul writes that traditions “have an appearance of      

wisdom,” and indeed they have. This good order is very becoming in the 
church and is therefore necessary. But because human reason does not     
understand the righteousness of faith, it naturally supposes that such works 
justify men and reconcile God. 23 Under this delusion the common people 
among the Israelites expanded such ceremonies, just as they have been   
expanded among us in the monasteries. 24 This is how human reason        
interprets fasting and bodily discipline. Though their purpose is to restrain 
the flesh, reason imagines that they are to be rites which justify, as Thomas 
writes, “Fasting avails to destroy and prevent guilt.”  This is what Thomas 
says. So men are deceived by the appearance of wisdom and righteousness 
in such works. Then there are the examples of the saints; when men strive 
to imitate them, they copy their outward behavior without copying their 
faith. (¶20-24) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

7. Who is Christ? The Son of God, true God and man. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Pastor Kufahl (Hickory Grove Lutheran, with pneumonia); Mary (a friend of Melanie 
Buechler), whose mother died recently; Norm Buechler (Dale’s Father); Mary Heimsoth 
(with bronchitis), Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); 
Chris Balvanz (Pam Wenndt’s brother); Pastor Klingbeil; Pastor Davison (St. Luke-
Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith  
McDonald 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 Voter’s meeting after service  
Tuesday, 10a: Meeting of the Altar Guild 
Wednesday, 5:30p Study of The Lutheran Confessions  
 7p: Midweek Lenten Vespers 
Friday, 4p: No on-campus Bible Study—Continues March 27 

(UW-Platteville students on Spring Break, 3/14-3/22) 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
  

 

Wednesday Lent Midweek Vespers throughout this season penitential season of Lent 
(through March), beginning @ 7p.  Theme: The Passion of our Lord 
 

Meeting of Apostles’ Voters following service today 
 
“Scripture itself expressly says that its Word remains hidden to those who in their heart 
maintain a hostile attitude toward the Scriptures, i.e., who do not care to learn from the 
Scriptures, but aim to set Scripture right and criticize it with their own human           
notions.” (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 321) 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS  
 
 
 

Old Testament: Numbers 21:4–9 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the 
way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to 
Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the      
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and        
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made 
a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 
would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
 
 
 
Epistle: Ephesians 2:1–10 
1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of     
disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that 
in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
 

 
 
Gospel: John 3:14–21 
14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
      16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, 
and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 


