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ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
22 In Col. 2:23 Paul writes that traditions “have an appearance of wisdom,” and 

indeed they have. This good order is very becoming in the church and is therefore 
necessary. But because human reason does not understand the righteousness of 
faith, it naturally supposes that such works justify men and reconcile God. 23 Under 
this delusion the common people among the Israelites expanded such ceremonies, 
just as they have been expanded among us in the monasteries. 24 This is how human 
reason interprets fasting and bodily discipline. Though their purpose is to restrain 
the flesh, reason imagines that they are to be rites which justify, as Thomas writes, 
“Fasting avails to destroy and prevent guilt.”  This is what Thomas says. So men 
are deceived by the appearance of wisdom and righteousness in such works. Then 
there are the examples of the saints; when men strive to imitate them, they copy 
their outward behavior without copying their faith. 

25 Once this appearance of wisdom and righteousness has deceived men, all 
sorts of troubles follow. The Gospel of the righteousness of faith in Christ is       
obscured and replaced by a vain trust in such works. As a result, the                  
commandments of God are obscured; for when men regard these works as perfect 
and spiritual, they will vastly prefer them to the works that God commands, like the 
tasks of one’s calling, the administration of public affairs, the administration of the 
household, married life, and the rearing of children. 26 Compared with these      
ceremonies such tasks seem profane, so that many perform them with scruples of 
conscience. It is a matter of record that many have given up their administrative 
positions in the government and their marriages because they regarded these      
observances as better and holier. 

27 Nor is this all. When minds are obsessed with the idea that such observances 
are necessary for justification, consciences are sorely troubled because they cannot 
keep the requirements in every detail. Who could even list them all? There are huge 
tomes, even whole libraries, that do not contain a single syllable about Christ or 
faith in him or the good works to be performed in one’s calling, but only the      
traditions together with interpretations that make them either stricter or easier. 28 
How the great Gerson suffers as he looks for the degrees and limitations of these 
precepts and cannot fix the mitigation in any definite degree! Yet at the same time 
he deplores the danger to consciences that comes from this strict interpretation of 
the traditions. (¶22-28) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

 
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

8. How many Gods are there? Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Norm Buechler (Dale’s Father); Mary Heimsoth (with bronchitis), Al Heimsoth, Virgil 
Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Chris Balvanz (Pam Wenndt’s 
brother); Pastor Klingbeil; Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our 
military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Wednesday, 5:30p Study of The Lutheran Confessions  
 7p: Midweek Lenten Vespers 
Friday, 4p: On-campus Bible Study in Computer Conference Rm resumes 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 
 10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 

 

Wednesday Lent Midweek Vespers throughout this season penitential season of Lent 
(through March), beginning @ 7p.  Theme: The Passion of our Lord 
 
Holy Week services (@ 7p): Maundy Thursday (4/2), with Holy Communion;  
Good Friday (4/3) 
 
An Easter brunch is being planned for after service on Easter Sunday.  If you would like 
to bring a dish/food items, please sign-up on the sign-up sheet located on the kitchen 
counter. 
 
“God has given us His Word in order to deliver us from our own perverse thoughts of 
God and divine matters.  But if we will not give up our own thoughts, but oppose them 
to God’s thoughts and thus condemn God in His Word, the dread judgment will come 
upon us: We will look upon God’s Word as obscure and offensive. (Is. 6:9-10; Acts 
28:25-27; Rom. 9:31-33; 10:21; 11:7-10; Matt. 13:13 ff.)” (F. Pieper, Christian       
Dogmatics, Vol 1, 322) 



BIBLE READINGS  
 
 
 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31–34 
31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not 
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the 
LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his 
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the 
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more.” 

 
 

Epistle: Hebrews 5:1–10 
1For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on 
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself 
is beset with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer      
sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And 
no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just 
as Aaron was. 
5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son,  today I have 
begotten you”;6as he says also in another place,“You are a priest    
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
      7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and                
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save 
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 
8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suf-
fered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal    
salvation to all who obey him, 10being designated by God a high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and                

 
 
Gospel: Mark 10:32–45 
32And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who      
followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell 
them what was to happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and     
deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him and spit 
on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
      35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to [Jesus] 
and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 
and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39And 
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been     
prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at 
James and John. 42And Jesus called them to him and said to them, 
“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But 
it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


