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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
29 Against this deceptive appearance of wisdom and righteousness in human 

rites, let us therefore arm ourselves with the Word of God. Let us know that they 
merit neither the forgiveness of sins nor justification before God, and that they are 
not necessary for justification. 30 We have already quoted some proofs for this, and 
Paul’s letters abound in them. In Col. 2:16, 17 he says: “Let no one pass judgment 
on you in questions of food and drink or with regard to a festival or a new moon or 
a sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ.” This includes both the law of Moses and the traditions of men, so that our 
opponents cannot use their customary evasion and say that Paul is talking only 
about the law of Moses. He makes it perfectly clear that he is talking about human 
traditions. Our opponents do not know what they are talking about. If, according to 
the Gospel, the divinely instituted ceremonies of Moses do not justify, how much 
less do the traditions of men justify? 

31 Nor do bishops have the power to institute rites as though they justified or 
were necessary for justification. In the apostolic statement in Acts 15:10, “Why do 
you make a trial of God by putting a yoke,” etc., Peter charges that to put this    
burden on the church is a great sin. In Gal. 5:1 Paul forbids them to “submit again 
to slavery.” 32 True, in the Old Testament ceremonies were necessary for the time 
being. But the apostles insisted that Christian liberty remain in the church, lest the 
observances of the law or traditions be regarded as necessary. If men believe that 
these observances merit justification or are necessary for justification, they obscure 
the righteousness of faith. 33 Many look for loopholes in the traditions to ease their 
consciences, yet they do not find any sure standards by which to free themselves 
from these fetters. 34 When Alexander could not untie the Gordian knot, he solved it 
for good by cutting it with his sword. Just so the apostles have freed consciences 
for good, especially from the notion that they merit justification. By precept and 
example the apostles compel us to oppose this teaching. They compel us to teach 
that traditions do not justify; that they are not necessary for justification; that no 
one ought to create or accept traditions with the idea that they merit justification. 35 
Then if anybody observes them, let him do so without claiming any value before 
God for them, just as there is no value before God in observing secular customs, if 
soldiers wear one kind of uniform and scholars another. 36 The apostles violated 
traditions, and Christ excused them, for this was to serve as an example to the 
Pharisees of the uselessness of these acts of worship. 37 If our people drop certain 
useless traditions, they have excuse enough now that these are being required as a 
means of meriting justification. For such an idea of traditions is wicked. (¶29-37) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 

 
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 

 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? He died for me and shed His 
blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 
Beth Moore (Having surgery this week); Nancy Moore (with cancer-grandmother to 
Hunter, Natalie, & Adrianna Moore); Thanksgiving for bringing Hannah Wenndt into 
the Lutheran Faith; Norm Buechler (Dale’s Father); Mary Heimsoth (with bronchitis), 
Al Heimsoth, Virgil Bennett, Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Chris Balvanz 
(Pam Wenndt’s brother); Pastor Klingbeil; Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center);    
Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  

  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Wednesday, 5:30p Study of The Lutheran Confessions  
Thursday, 7p: Maundy Thursday Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Friday, 7p: Good Friday Service 
Sunday, 9a: The Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 Easter Brunch following the service 
 

Services during Holy Week  
7p- Maundy Thursday (4/2) with Holy Communion; 7p-Good Friday (4/3) 
 
Please join us for Easter brunch following the service on Easter Sunday.  If you would 
like to bring a dish/food items, please sign-up on the sign-up sheet located on the 
kitchen counter.  Invite family and friends to join us on this festive day! 
 
Gregg Lemke has given a memorial in honor of his grandfathers Otto Lemke and Henry 
Becker in the amount $2000 for the purchase of oil candles.  We thank the Lord for this 
generous gift! 
 
“Scripture remains dark to those whose prejudice against certain Scripture doctrines 
keeps them from even externally taking note of the respective words of                   
Scripture.”     (F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 322) 



BIBLE READINGS  
 

Old Testament: Zechariah 9:9–12 
 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.  10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war 
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 
speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from 
the River to the ends of the earth.  11As for you also, because of the 
blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the 
waterless pit.  12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today 
I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

 
Epistle: Philippians 2:5–11 
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
Gospel: John 12:20–43 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some 
Greeks. 21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in      
Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and 
told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus 
answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be        
glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must    
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone 
serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 
 
      27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save 
me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood 
there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what 
kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We 
have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can 
you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of 
Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake 
you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is 
going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become sons of light.” 
      When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself 
from them. 37Though he had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
      “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,  and to whom 
has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40“He has 
blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their 
eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal 
them.”  
41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 
42Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for 
fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be 
put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from 
man more than the glory that comes from God. 


