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APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 
 

ARTICLE XV. 
 HUMAN TRADITIONS IN THE CHURCH 

 
45 With regard to the mortifying of the body and the discipline of the flesh we 

teach exactly what we said in the Confession,  that the cross and the troubles with 
which God disciplines us effect a genuine and not a counterfeit mortification. When 
this comes, we must obey God’s will, as Paul says (Rom. 12:1), “Present your    
bodies as a sacrifice.” 46 This is the spiritual exercise of fear and faith. Besides this 
mortification brought on by the cross, a voluntary kind of exercise is also            
necessary. Of this Christ says (Luke 21:34), “Take heed to yourselves lest your 
hearts be weighed down with dissipation,” and Paul says (1 Cor. 9:27), “I pommel 
my body and subdue it.” 47 We should undertake these exercises not as services that 
justify but as restraints on our flesh, lest we be overcome by satiety and become 
complacent and idle with the result that we indulge and pamper the desires of our 
flesh. In this we must be diligent at all times because God commands it at all times. 
48 But their prescription of certain foods and seasons contributes nothing to the   
subjection of the flesh. Their fasts are more luxurious and sumptuous than others’ 
feasts, and our opponents do not even observe the canonical prescriptions. 

49 This subject of traditions involves many difficult and controversial         
questions, and we know from actual experience that traditions are real snares for 
consciences. When they are required as necessary, they bring exquisite torture to a 
conscience that has omitted some observance. On the other hand, their abrogation 
involves its own difficulties and problems. 50 But our case is plain and simple    
because our opponents condemn us for teaching that human traditions do not merit 
the forgiveness of sins, and they require so-called “universal rites” as necessary for 
salvation. Here Paul is our constant champion; everywhere he insists that these   
observances neither justify nor are necessary over and above the righteousness of 
faith. 51 Nevertheless, liberty in these matters should be used moderately, lest the 
weak be offended and become more hostile to the true teaching of the Gospel    
because of an abuse of liberty. Nothing should be changed in the accustomed rites 
without good reason, and to foster harmony those ancient customs should be kept 
which can be kept without sin or without great disadvantage. 52 This is what we 
teach. In this very assembly we have shown ample evidence of our willingness to 
observe adiaphora with others,  even where this involved some disadvantage to us. 
We believed that the greatest possible public harmony, without offense to          
consciences, should be preferred to all other advantages, but we shall have more to 
say about this whole issue when we discuss vows and ecclesiastical authority.  
(¶45-52) 
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WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a  member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We  believe and teach that the  

Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God 
has revealed the way of  salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this 

hour will  refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself. 
 
 

HE IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA! 
 
 

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or 
Christians may ask themselves these (20)questions: 
 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 
Yes, I believe it. 
 
14. What convinces you to believe this? The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; 
drink of it, all of you, this is My blood. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Lawrence & Karen Wenndt (Todd Wenndt’s parents); Nancy Moore (with cancer-
grandmother to Hunter, Natalie, & Adrianna Moore); Norm Buechler (Dale’s Father); 
Al Heimsoth; Virgil Bennett; Betty Hynes; Gerald Klemp (in Texas); Pastor Klingbeil; 
Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center); Serving in our military: Owen Jacobson, 
Joshua Weisensel, Keith  McDonald 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES  
  

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
Wednesday, 5:30p Study of The Lutheran Confessions  
Friday, 4p: 2nd to last On-Campus Bible Study for the semester Computer Conference Rm 
Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with Holy Communion  
 10:30a: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 
 
 
“Be it known that Scripture, without any gloss, is the sun and sole light from which all 
teachers receive their light, and not the contrary.”  (Luther, quoted in F. Pieper,     
Christian Dogmatics, Vol 1, 323) 
 
 
LUTHERAN TALK RADIO....Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public Radio and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd  Wilken.   Listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  



BIBLE READINGS  
 

First Reading: Acts 4:1–12 
1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because 
they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the 
next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard 
the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thou-
sand. 
      5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together 
in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they 
had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today 
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man 
has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before 
you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” 

 
Epistle: 1 John 3:16–24 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let 
us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
      19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our 
heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is 
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and 
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his         
commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his           
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps 
his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we 
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 

And this is his           

 
 
 
 
Gospel: John 10:11–18 
11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a     
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have    
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This 
charge I have received from my Father.” 


