
January 24, 2016

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of the  
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that the  Bible is 
the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God has revealed 
the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this hour will refresh 
your heart as God draws you closer to   Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

The Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

How is God's will done? God's will is done when he breaks and hinders every evil plan and 
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God's 
name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and 
faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Pastor Schueler, with cancer; Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center);  J.P. Laurens,  
Jacoba Kritenzer with cancer (relatives of Wenndts); Lawrence & Karen Wenndt (Todd 
Wenndt’s parents), recovering from surgeries; Mary & Al Heimsoth; Virgil Bennett; Betty 
Hynes (Bloomfield Manor Healthcare (Dodgeville); Lois (Melanie Buechler’s  Mother); 
Serving in our military: Joshua  Weisensel

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with  Holy Communion
10:30a Sunday School & Bible Class Minor Prophets

11:45a Study of Biblical Greek 
Tuesday, 10a: Meeting of the Altar Guild

6:30p: Junior Catechesis Commandments 

Wednesday, 9a: Study of Holy Scripture (Muscoda)
    6p: Study of the Lutheran Confessions

Friday, 3:30p: On-campus Study, Pioneer Room of Student Center “The Lutheran Difference” 

Sunday, 9a: Divine Service with  Holy Communion
Brief voter's meeting following the service

             10:30a Sunday School & Bible Class
11:45a Study of Biblical Greek 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A (brief) special voter's meeting is scheduled for next Sunday, Jan 31, following the service 
for the purpose of nominating a Synod President, First Vice President, and Regional Vice 
President for the upcoming Synodical convention in July.

The January-March Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available on the table in the back 
of the sanctuary.  Please take a copy for personal/family devotional use.

If contributing towards the “Eagle Project” for materials for the fire pit and benches in the 
back of the church, please make your contribution to: Apostles Lutheran Youth Group;    
Earmark: Eagle Project.  Thank you.

“When the Christian confesses, 'I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,' he is 
saying, 'I believe in that God who is graciuos to me, a sinner.'” (F. Pieper, Christian 
Dogmatics, Vol 1, 378).

“...         σήμερον πεπλήρωται ἡ γραφὴ αὕτη ἐν τοῖς ὠσὶν ὑμῶν.” (Luke 4:21 )

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION

[ARTICLE XXIII. THE MARRIAGE OF PRIESTS]

38 We do not put marriage on the same level with virginity. One 
gift surpasses another. Thus prophecy surpasses eloquence, military 
science surpasses agriculture, and eloquence surpasses architecture. So 
also virginity is a gift that surpasses marriage.

39 But as eloquence does not make an orator more righteous before 
God than building makes an architect, so the virgin does not merit 
justification by virginity any more than the married person does by 
performing the duties of marriage. Each should serve faithfully in what 
he has been given to do, believing that for Christ’s sake he obtains the 
forgiveness of sins and that through faith he is accounted righteous 
before God.

40 Neither Christ nor Paul commends virginity because it justifies but 
because it gives more time for praying, teaching, and serving and is not 
so distracted by household chores. This is why Paul says (1 Cor. 7:32), 
“The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord.” He 
commends virginity for the sake of mediation and study. Thus Christ 
does not simply commend those who make themselves eunuchs, but he 
adds, “for the sake of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19:12), that is, to 
make room for hearing or teaching the Gospel. He does not say that 
virginity merits salvation or the forgiveness of sins. (¶ 38-40)

Last week: 
Attendance: 14 

Offering: $813.00



BIBLE READINGS 

Old Testament: Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
1All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And 
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD 
had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first 
day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law. . . .
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all 
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground. . . .
8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading.
      9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the 
LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard 
the words of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this 
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.”

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made 
to drink of one Spirit.
      14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there 
are many parts, yet one body.
    

 

  21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we 
think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are 
treated with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. 
But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 
25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together.
      27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

Gospel: Luke 4:16–30
16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written,
        18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, 
 “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of 
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And 
they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them,  “Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did 
at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24And he said,  “Truly, I say to 
you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there 
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up 
three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26and Elijah 
was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman 
who was a widow. 27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 
28When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And 
they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the 
hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 
30But passing through their midst, he went away.. 
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