
November 27, 2016, 1st Sunday in Advent

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that the  
Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which God has 
revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that this hour 
will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to   Himself.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all of these commandments? He says, "I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand 
generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments" (Exodus 20:5-6).

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Christine Balvanz (Pam Wenndt's sister-in-law); Diana Pfingsten (Todd Wenndt's 
sister); Daryl Bell; Lois (Melanie Buechler’s  Mother); Pastor Kufahl (Hickory 
Grove-Boscobel); Pastor Davison (St. Luke-Richland Center)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today,  9a Divine Service 
Wednesday, 5:30p study of the Lutheran Confessions 

      7p Mid-week Advent Service
      7:45p Junior Catechesis

Friday, 4p On-campus Bible Study, The Lutheran Difference Pioneer Rm of Student Center

Sunday,  9a Divine Service; 10:30a Sunday School & Bible Class
~11:45a Study of Biblical Greek

The Bennett family thanks the congregation for prayers and for all who provided 
desserts for the reception following Virgil Bennett's funeral service and committal 
this past week.

The voter's meeting for December is soon approaching.  At this meeting, we'll 
discuss the 2017 church budget and elect officers for the coming year.   Please mark 
Dec 11 on your calenders.

The October-December Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available on the 
table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

“In our individualistic society, where everyone wants to do things his own way, one of 
the worst things we can do in our liturgies is cater to all these individual tastes.  Variety 
does not solve problems but creates them. Such a view suggests that God is not really 
present, a view that we encourage with our vapid liturgies that seek to adapt the liturgy to 
the culture.” (Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, p39, ft.6 (Just))

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
XXIV. THE MASS

62 We therefore reject the error of Thomas when he writes, “The 
body of the Lord, once offered on the cross for the original debt, is 
daily offered on the altar for daily offenses so that in this the church 
might have a service that reconciles God.”

63 We also reject other common errors: that the Mass confers grace 
ex opere operato on one who uses it, or that it merits the remission of 
sins, guilt, and punishment for those to whom it is transferred, even for 
wicked people, if they do not put an obstacle in its way. These are the 
wicked and recent fictions of the ignorant monks; they destroy the 
glory of Christ’s suffering and the righteousness of faith.

64 These errors have sired endless others, like the one that Masses 
are valid when they are transferred to many just as when they are 
transferred to one. The scholastics have scales of merit, like the money-
changers with gold or silver. They sell the Mass as a price for success, 
to merchants for good business, to hunters for good hunting, and things 
like that. Finally, they even transfer it to the dead and free souls from 
purgatorial punishment by the application of the sacrament, though 
without faith the Mass does not even benefit living people.
65 Our opponents cannot produce a syllable from the Scriptures in 
support of the fairy tales which they teach so authoritatively in the 
church; nor do they have the support of the ancient church and the 
Fathers. (62-65)

Last week
Attendance: 23 

Offering: $540.00

“      , διὰ τοῦτο καὶ ὑμεῖς γίνεσθε ἕτοιμοι
        ὅτι ᾗ οὐ δοκεῖτε ὥρᾳ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ  ἀνθρώπου ἔρχεται.” (Matthew 24:44)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. 
Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.

 

(Tappert Edition)

http://www.issuesetc.org/


 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1–5
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem.
2It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 
house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations 
shall flow to it, 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
      “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide 
disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
        5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Epistle: Romans 13:8–14
8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not 
steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law.
      11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36–44
36[Jesus said:] “Concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As 
were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 
41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and 
one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect.
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