
 Bible Readings

Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1, 6–8
        1Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be 
revealed.  6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the 
LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and 
to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does 
not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—  7these I will bring 
to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted 
on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all peoples.”  8The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel, declares,  “I will gather yet others to him besides those 
already gathered.”

Epistle Reading: Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I 
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom 
he foreknew. . .13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch 
then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus 
save some of them. 15For if their rejection means the 
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but 
life from the dead? . . .28As regards the gospel, they are enemies 
of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved 
for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were at one time disobedient 
to God but now have received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order 
that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 
mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may 
have mercy on all.

Gospel: Matthew 15:21–28
21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of 
Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a 
demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples 
came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is 
crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is 
not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 
27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly.



August 20, 2017

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the 
Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and 
"The worker deserves his wages." 1 Tim. 5:17-18.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Ruth Balvanz (Mother of Pam Wenndt); Diana Pfingsten (Todd Wenndt's 
sister); Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt);  Pastor Kufahl (Hickory 
Grove-Boscobel); St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer: Lois 
(Melanie Buechler’s Mother); David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor 
Maddick & his wife Melanie (State Center, IA)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 
Today, 9a Divine Service; 10:30a Bible Class  Liturgy of the Divine Service

Wednesday, (TBD) Study of The Lutheran Confessions resumes
Sunday, 9a Divine Service; 10:30a Bible Class  Liturgy of the Divine Service

Mission offering for 3rd Qtr (July-September): Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation

The July-September (2017) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available 
on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please take a copy for yourself 
(and others).

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
XXVII. MONASTIC VOWS

 We should leave our body, too, for the Gospel. But it would be 
silly to conclude from this that it is a service to God to commit suicide 
and to leave our body without the command of God. So it is silly to 
maintain that it is a service to God to leave possessions, friends, wife, 
and children without the command of God.

 It is evident, therefore, that they wickedly twist the saying of 
Christ in applying it to monastic life, unless perhaps the statement that 
they will receive a hundredfold in this life applies here. Many become 
monks not for the sake of the Gospel but for the sake of food and 
leisure; instead of a slender inheritance they find the most ample 
riches.

 But as the whole monastic system is full of counterfeits, so they 
quote passages of Scripture under false pretenses. Thus they are guilty 
of a double sin—deceiving men, and doing so under the pretext of the 
divine name.

 They quote another passage on perfection (Matt. 19:21), “If you 
would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor; and 
come, follow me.” This passage has exercised many people because 
they imagined that perfection consists in casting off possessions and 
the control of property. (42-45)

Last Week
Attendance: 8

Offering : $775.00

"Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, 
O LORD God of truth." (Ps. 31:5)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Listen to what you 
want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.
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