
 Bible Readings

Old Testament: Zephaniah 1:7–16
  7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And on 
the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—  “I will punish the officials and the 
king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 9On that 
day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those 
who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 
   10“On that day,” declares the LORD,   “a cry will be heard from the 
Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the 
hills. 11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no 
more; all who weigh out silver are cut off.   12At that time I will 
search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are 
complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do 
good, nor will he do ill.’ 13Their goods shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from 
them.”
        14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 
sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud 
there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a 
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, 16  a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you 
are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 
or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 

9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14–30
14[Jesus said:] “It will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, 
to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and 
traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had 
the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one 
talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now 
after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts 
with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And 
he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 
reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my 
coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take 
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
     



November 19, 2017  

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions,

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

To Employers and Supervisors

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since
you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and
there is no favoritism with Him. Ephesians 6:9

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

John McDonald (Father of Jay McDonald); Pastor Michael Pfingsten (Todd 
Wenndt’s brother-in-law, Menomonee Falls, WI); Pastor Tom Wenndt (Todd 
Wenndt's brother, FL); Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt); Gregg Lemke 
(former members) with stage 3 Lymphedema; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) 
– With cancer: David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor Maddick & his wife 
Melanie (State Center, IA)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Video & study of Luther & the Reformation
Thursday, Happy Thanksgiving! No on-campus study, resumes next week

Sunday, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service

Thursdays @ 2p On-Campus Bible Study (Wisconsin Rm)
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians

The October-December (2017) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available 
on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please take a copy for yourself (and 
others).

Mission offering for 4th Qtr (Oct-Dec): South Wisconsin District

"Bear fruits worthy of repentance" 
(Matthew 3:8 NKJ)

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
XXVIII. ECCLESIASTICAL POWER

 In this article of the Confessions we included various subjects. But 
our opponents’ only reply is that bishops have the power to rule and to 
correct by force in order to guide their subjects toward the goal of 
eternal bliss, and that the power to rule requires the power to judge, 
define, distinguish, and establish what is helpful or conducive to the 
aforementioned goal. These are the words of the Confutation, by which 
our opponents inform us that bishops have the authority to create laws 
which are useful for attaining eternal life. That is the issue in 
controversy.

In the church we must keep this teaching, that we receive 
forgiveness of sins freely for Christ’s sake by faith. We must also keep 
the teaching that human traditions are useless acts of worship, and that 
therefore neither sin nor righteousness depends upon food, drink, 
clothing, and similar matters. Christ wanted to leave their use free 
when he said (Matt. 15:11), “What goes into the mouth does not defile 
a man.” And Paul says (Rom. 14:17), “The kingdom of God is not food 
or drink.”

Thus bishops have no right to create traditions apart from the 
Gospel as though they merited the forgiveness of sins or were acts of 
worship that pleased God as righteousness. Nor do the bishops have the 
right to burden consciences with such traditions so that it would be a 
sin to omit them. All this is taught by that one passage in Acts (15:9), 
where the apostles say that hearts are cleansed by faith and then go on 
to forbid the imposing of a yoke, showing how dangerous this is and 
enlarging on the sin of those wh burden the church. “Why do you make 
a trial of God?” they say (Acts 15:10). But this thunderbolt does not 
scare our opponents, who vigorously defend their traditions and wicked 
notions. (6-8)

Last Week
Attendance: 18

Offering: $369.00

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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