
 Bible Readings

Old Testament: Zechariah 9:9–12
 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.  10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war 
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and 
from the River to the ends of the earth.  11As for you also, because of 
the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit.  12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Epistle: Philippians 2:5–11
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel: Mark 14:1—15:47, The Passion of our Lord
(Please remain seated)

 
     

4. They contemplate Christ’s passion aright who view it with a terror-
stricken heart and a despairing conscience. This terror must be felt as you 
witness the stern wrath and the unchanging earnestness with which God 
looks upon sin and sinners, so much so that he was unwilling to release 
sinners even for his only and dearest Son without his payment of the 
severest penalty for them. Thus he says in Isaiah 53 [:8], “I have chastised 
him for the transgressions of my people.” If the dearest child is punished 
thus, what will be the fate of sinners?  It must be an inexpressible and 
unbearable earnestness that forces such a great and infinite person to 
suffer and die to appease it. And if you seriously consider that it is God’s 
very own Son, the eternal wisdom of the Father, who suffers, you will be 
terrified indeed. The more you think about it, the more intensely will you 
be frightened. 

7. …We read that Christ commanded the women not to weep for him 
but for themselves and their children [Luke 23:28]. And he adds the 
reason for this, saying, “For if they do this to the green wood, what will 
happen when it is dry?” [Luke 23:31] He says as it were: From my 
martyrdom you can learn what it is that you really deserve and what your 
fate should be. Here the saying applies that the small dog is whipped to 
frighten the big dog. Thus the prophet said that all the generations on 
earth will bewail themselves over him; he does not say that they will 
bewail him, but that they will bewail themselves because of him. In like 
manner the people of whom we heard in Acts 2 [:36–37] were so 
frightened that they said to the apostles, “O brethren, what shall we do?” 
This is also the song of the church: “I will ponder this diligently and, as a 
result, my soul will languish within me.” 

8. We must give ourselves wholly to this matter, for the main benefit 
of Christ’s passion is that man sees into his own true self and that he be 
terrified and crushed by this. Unless we seek that knowledge, we do not 
derive much benefit from Christ’s passion…. 

10. We say without hesitation that he who contemplates God’s 
sufferings for a day, an hour, yes, only a quarter of an hour, does better 
than to fast a whole year, pray a psalm daily, yes, better than to hear a 
hundred masses. This meditation changes man’s being and, almost like 
baptism, gives him a new birth. Here the passion of Christ performs its 
natural and noble work, strangling the old Adam and banishing all joy, 
delight, and confidence which man could derive from other creatures, 
even as Christ was forsaken by all, even by God.  [Martin Luther, vol. 42, 
Luther's Works, Vol. 42: Devotional Writings I, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan,  
Hilton C. Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann, Luther's Works (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1999, c1969), ¶4, 7-8, 10.] 



March 25, 2018, Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE CREED
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

The Second Article: Redemption

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Plate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Evelyn Bell and the Luhman family, as they mourn the death of Gary, 
Evelyn’s nephew; Karen Wenndt (Todd Wenndt’s mother); Pastor Tom 
Wenndt (Todd Wenndt's brother); Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt); 
Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer: David 
Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor Maddick & his wife Melanie (State 
Center, IA)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service
Monday-Tuesday, Pastor out of town
Thursday, 7p Divine Service-Maundy Thursday 
Sunday, 9a Divine Service, The Feast of the Resurrection

Maundy Thursday Divine Service (3/29) @ 7p
The Feast of the Resurrection, Easter Sunday (4/1) @ 9a

The April-June (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance door).  Please take 
a copy for yourself (and others).

Mission offering for 2nd Qtr (Apr-June), 2018: Issues, Etc. (Lutheran Talk 
Radio, also on the net)

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART II

The second part treats the articles which pertain to the office 
and work of Jesus Christ, or to our redemption.

ARTICLE II. [THE MASS]

But our papists make use of such human opinions to make men 
believe their shameful, blasphemous, accursed traffic in Masses which 
are offered for souls in purgatory, etc. They can never demonstrate 
these things from Augustine. Only when they have abolished their 
traffic in purgatorial Masses (which St. Augustine never dreamed of) 
shall we be ready to discuss with them whether statements of St. 
Augustine are to be accepted when they are without the support of the 
Scriptures and whether the dead are to be commemorated in the 
sacrament.

It will not do to make articles of faith out of the holy Fathers’ 
words or works. Otherwise what they ate, how they dressed, and what 
kind of houses they lived in would have to become articles of faith—as 
has happened in the case of relics. This means that the Word of God 
shall establish articles of faith and no one else, not even an angel.

The second is a consequence of this: evil spirits have introduced 
the knavery of appearing as spirits of the departed and, with 
unspeakable lies and cunning, of demanding Masses, vigils, 
pilgrimages, and other alms.

We had to accept all these things as articles of faith and had to live 
according to them. Moreover, the pope gave his approval to these 
things as well as to the Mass and all the other abominations. Here, too, 
there can be no concession or compromise. (14-17)

Last Week: 
Attendance: 15

Offering: $1085.00

"You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold...but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot." (1 Peter 1:18-19 NKJ)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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