
 Bible Readings

First Reading: Acts 4:32–35
32Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was 
his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great power 
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need.

Epistle: 1 John 1:1—2:2
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made 
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 
us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so 
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete.
      5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we 
have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us.

 
     

2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Gospel: John 20:19–31
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they 
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
      24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
      26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.”
      30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.



April 8, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE CREED
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

The First Article: Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that 
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 
reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me 
clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, 
land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and 
guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all 
this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most 
certainly true.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt); Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland 
Center (vacant) – With cancer: David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor 
Maddick & his wife Melanie (State Center, IA)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service 
Friday, 10a On-campus Study of Hebrews, Pioneer Room of Student Center
Sunday, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service

The April-June (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance door).  Please take 
a copy for yourself (and others).

Mission offering for 2nd Qtr (Apr-June), 2018: Issues, Etc. (Lutheran Talk 
Radio, also on the net @ www.issuesetc.org) 

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART II

The second part treats the articles which pertain to the office 
and work of Jesus Christ, or to our redemption.

ARTICLE II. [THE MASS]

The fifth are relics. In this connection so many manifest lies and so 
much nonsense has been invented about the bones of dogs and horses 
that even the devil has laughed at such knavery. Even if there were 
some good in them, relics should long since have been condemned. 
They are neither commanded nor commended. They are utterly 
unnecessary and useless.

Worst of all, however, is the claim that relics effect indulgences 
and the forgiveness of sin and that, like the Mass, etc., their use is a 
good work and a service of God.

The sixth place belongs to the precious indulgences, which are 
granted to the living and the dead (for money) and by which the pope 
sells the merits of Christ together with the superabundant merits of all 
the saints and the entire church. These are not to be tolerated. Not only 
are they unnecessary and without commandment, but they are also 
contrary to the first article, for the merits of Christ are obtained by 
grace, through faith, without our work or pennies. They are offered to 
us without our money or merit, not by the power of the pope but by the 
preaching of God’s Word. (22-24)

Last Week 
Attendance: 18 

Offering: $ $971.00

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may 
die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die." 

(John 11:25-26 NKJ)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
http://www.issuesetc.org/
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