
 Bible Readings

First Reading: Acts 8:26–40
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a 
desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was 
in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 
was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading 
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb 
before its shearer is silent,   so he opens not his mouth.  33In his 
humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can describe his generation?  
For his life is taken away from the earth.”  34And the eunuch said to 
Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and 
the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And 
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Epistle: 1 John 4:1–21
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit 
that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, 
for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

     

 
     

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
      13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are 
we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
been perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has 
not seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves 
God must also love his brother.

Gospel: John 15:1–8
1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 
4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”



April 29, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE CREED
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

The Third Article: Sanctification

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt); Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland 
Center (vacant) – With cancer: David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor 
Maddick & his wife Melanie (State Center, IA)

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service 
Wednesday, 7p Presentation, “Martin Luther: Civil Libertarian?” Pioneer Tower Rm 38

Friday, 10a On-campus Study of Hebrews, Pioneer Room of Student Center
Sunday, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service

Mike Trinklein, writer and producer of the PBS documentary, Martin 
Luther: The Idea that Changed the World, is presenting on the topic, 
“Martin Luther: Civil Libertarian,” this Wednesday, May 2 @ 7p in Pioneer 
Tower Rm 38.

The April-June (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is available on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance door).  Please take 
a copy for yourself (and others).

Mission offering for 2nd Qtr (Apr-June), 2018: Issues, Etc. (Lutheran Talk 
Radio, also on the net @ www.issuesetc.org) 

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART II

The second part treats the articles which pertain to the office 
and work of Jesus Christ, or to our redemption.

ARTICLE III. [CHAPTERS AND MONASTERIES]

The chapters and monasteries which in former times had been 
founded with good intentions for the education of learned men and 
decent women should be restored to such purposes in order that we 
may have pastors, preachers, and other ministers in the church, 
others who are necessary for secular government in cities and states, 
and also well trained girls to become mothers, housekeepers, etc.

If they are unwilling to serve this purpose, it would be better to 
abandon them or tear them down rather than preserve them with 
their blasphemous services, invented by men, which claim to be 
superior to the ordinary Christian life and to the offices and callings 
established by God. All this, too, is in conflict with the first, 
fundamental article concerning redemption in Jesus Christ. Besides, 
like other human inventions, all this is without commandment, 
unnecessary, and useless. Moreover, it causes dangerous and 
needless effort, and accordingly the prophets call such service of 
God aven, that is, vanity. (1-2)

Last Week 
Attendance: 17  

Offering: $ $309.00

"It is God who works in you both to will and 
to do for His good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13 NKJ)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
http://www.issuesetc.org/
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