
 
Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18
1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they 
presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people. . .
      14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15And if it is evil in your eyes 
to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.”
      16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17for it is the LORD our God 
who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 
preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 
serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 5:6–21
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things 
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do 
not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light 
is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what 
is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of 
the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says,
 “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.”
      15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
16making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore 
do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the 
Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.
      

 
     

Gospel: John 6:51–69
[Jesus said, ] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
      52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 
As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not as the fathers ate and died. 
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said these things 
in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.
      60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard 
saying; who can listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his 
disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 
life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it 
was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that 
no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”
      66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked 
with him. 67So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as 
well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come 
to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”



August 19, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

Fourth 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? It indicates that the Old 
Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die 
with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and 
arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written? St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: "We were 
therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life" (Romans 6:4).

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Darryl Grubbs (Relative of Pam Wenndt); Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland 
Center (vacant) – With cancer: David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Pastor 
Maddick & his wife Melanie (State Center, IA); Rich Gordee; Thomas 
Philip 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service
Sunday, 9a Divine Service; ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service  

     

The July-September (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is 
available on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance 
door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. 
Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

The following articles treat matters which we may discuss 
with learned and sensible men, or even among ourselves. The 

pope and his court do not care much about these things; they are 
not concerned about matters of conscience but only about money, 

honor, and power.

III. Repentance

This function of the law is retained and taught by the New 
Testament. So Paul says in Rom. 1:18, “The wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of 
men.” and in Rom. 3:19, 20, “The whole world may be held 
accountable to God, for no human being will be justified in his 
sight.” Christ also says in John 16:8, “The Holy Spirit will 
convince the world of sin.”

  This, then, is the thunderbolt by means of which God with 
one blow destroys both open sinners and false saints. He allows 
no one to justify himself. He drives all together into terror and 
despair. This is the hammer of which Jeremiah speaks, “Is not my 
word like a hammer which breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 
23:29). This is not activa contritio (artificial remorse), but 
passiva contritio (true sorrow of the heart, suffering, and pain of 
death).
        This is what the beginning of true repentance is like. Here 
man must hear such a judgment as this: “You are all of no 
account. Whether you are manifest sinners or saints, you must all 
become other than you now are and do otherwise than you now 
do, no matter who you are and no matter how great, wise, mighty, 
and holy you may think yourselves. Here no one is godly,” etc.  
(1-3)

  
Last Week

Attendance: 35
Offering: $904.00

"Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" 
(Matthew 6:33 NKJ)

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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