
 
Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4–10
     4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary.  
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as 
those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious; I turned not backward.  6I gave my back to those who 
strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my 
face from disgrace and spitting.
     7But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame.  8He who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend 
with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who is my adversary?  Let him 
come near to me.  9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare 
me guilty?  Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the 
moth will eat them up.
   10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his 
servant?  Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the 
name of the LORD  and rely on his God.

Epistle James 3:1–12
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 
we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they 
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.
      How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among 
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire 
course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From 
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear 
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield 
fresh water.

 
     

      

Gospel: Mark 9:14–29
14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around 
them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, 
when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and 
greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with 
them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I 
brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And 
whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds 
his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, 
and they were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless 
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with 
you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when 
the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 
ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his 
father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, 
“From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, 
to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible 
for one who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out 
and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a 
crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to 
it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and 
never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him 
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of 
them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And 
he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer.”



September 16, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

CONFESSION
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

 

 What is the Office of the Keys? The Office of the Keys is that special 
authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of 
repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long 
as they do not repent. 

Where is this written? This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter 
twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, 'Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven' (John 20:22-23).

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Pr. Kufahl, recoering from surgery and greiving the death of his sister;  
Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed overseas);  Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland 
Center (vacant) – With cancer: Pastor Maddick (State Center, IA); David 
Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); ; Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service; Voter’s meeting after service
Sunday, 9a Divine Service;  ~10:30a Study of the Divine Service

     
Cook out/BBQ

The July-September (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is 
available on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance 
door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

The following articles treat matters which we may discuss 
with learned and sensible men, or even among ourselves. The 

pope and his court do not care much about these things; they are 
not concerned about matters of conscience but only about money, 

honor, and power.

III. Repentance, The False Repentance of the Papists

When somebody said that he was unable to repent or be sorry for 
his sin (which might have been committed, let us say, in whoredom, 
revenge, or the like), such a person was asked if he did not wish or 
desire to be repentant. If he said Yes (for who but the devil himself 
would want to say No?) it was accounted as contrition and, on the basis 
of this good work of his, his sin was forgiven. Here the example of St. 
Bernard, etc. was cited.

Here we see how blind reason gropes about in matters which 
pertain to God, seeking consolation in its own works, according to its 
own inventions, without being able to consider Christ and faith. If we 
examine this in the light, we see that such contrition is an artificial and 
imaginary idea evolved by man’s own powers without faith and 
without knowledge of Christ. A poor sinner who reflected on his lust or 
revenge in this fashion would sooner have laughed than wept, unless 
perchance he was really smitten by the law or vainly vexed with a 
sorrowful spirit by the devil. Apart from cases like this, such 
repentance surely was pure hypocrisy. It did not extinguish the lust for 
sin. The person involved was obliged to grieve, but he would rather 
have sinned if he had been free to do so. (16-18)

  
Last Week

Attendance: 11
Offering: $790.00

"Faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17 ESV)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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