
 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 33:14–16
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 
fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch 
to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The 
LORD is our righteousness.’”

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that 
we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly 
night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is 
lacking in your faith?
      11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints.
9For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most 
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply 
what is lacking in your faith?  11Now may our God and Father 
himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless 
in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints.

 
     

     

Gospel: Luke 21:25–36
25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take 
place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.”
      29And he told them a parable:  “Look at the fig tree, and all the 
trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and 
know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, 
I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken 
place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.
      34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell 
on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying 
that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”



December 2, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

 To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, 
temperate, self controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 
He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him 
with proper respect. 1 Tim. 3:2-4

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Melanie Buechler (and family), whose father’s funeral is this week; Karen 
Wenndt (mother of Todd Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed overseas);  
Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer:  David 
Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip  

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service 1st Sunday in Advent 

~10:30a Study of Sacred Scripture, The Divine Service 
Tuesday, 9a Study of Lutheran Theology @ Our Redeemer, Dubuque
Wednesday, 6:30p Council meeting
Sunday, 9a Divine Service  ~10:30a Voter’s Meeting

    
Council meeting, 12/5

Apostles’ Voter’s meeting, 12/9
(Officers, Budget, Joint Agreement with St. Luke)

The October-December (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is 
available on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance 
door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. 
Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

The following articles treat matters which we may discuss with learned 
and sensible men, or even among ourselves. The pope and his court do 
not care much about these things; they are not concerned about matters 

of conscience but only about money, honor, and power.

Some fanatics may appear (and perhaps they are already present, 
such as I saw with my own eyes at the time of the uprising) who hold 
that once they have received the Spirit or the forgiveness of sins, or 
once they have become believers, they will persevere in faith even if 
they sin afterwards, and such sin will not harm them. They cry out, 
“Do what you will, it matters not as long as you believe, for faith blots 
out all sins,” etc. They add that if anyone sins after he has received 
faith and the Spirit, he never really had the Spirit and faith. I have 
encountered many foolish people like this and I fear that such a devil 
still dwells in some of them.

It is therefore necessary to know and to teach that when holy 
people, aside from the fact that they still possess and feel original sin 
and daily repent and strive against it, fall into open sin (as David fell 
into adultery, murder, and blasphemy), faith and the Spirit have 
departed from them.

This is so because the Holy Spirit does not permit sin to rule and 
gain the upper hand in such a way that sin is committed, but the Holy 
Spirit represses and restrains it so that it does not do what it wishes. If 
the sin does what it wishes, the Holy Spirit and faith are not present,

for St. John says, “No one born of God commits sin; he cannot 
sin.” Yet it is also true, as the same St. John writes, “If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (42-45)

Last Week
Attendance: 7

Offering: $390.00

"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; 
and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36 NKJ)

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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