
 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1–7b
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. 
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will 
bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years.
      5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and 
do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.
      6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 
are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside 
from my statutes and have not kept them.

Epistle: Philippians 1:2–11
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
      3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection 
of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve 
what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God.

 
     

Gospel: Luke 3:1-20
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.  5Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, 
and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.’”
      7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid 
to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.”
      10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he 
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, 
and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to 
them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with 
your wages.”
      15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered 
them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
      18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to 
them all, that he locked up John in prison.



December 9, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

 To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under 
the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim. 3:6

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Karen Wenndt (mother of Todd Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed 
overseas);  Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer:  
David Hartman (Son of Betty Hynes); Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip  

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service ~10:30a Voter’s Meeting
Tuesday, 9:30a Circuit Pastor’s meeting (Hickory Grove Lutheran, Boscobel)
Sunday, 9a Divine Service

~10:30a Study of Sacred Scripture, The Divine Service   
    

Apostles’ Voter’s meeting, Today
(Officers, Budget, Joint Agreement with St. Luke)

Sunday 12/23, 9a Children’s Christmas Service (No Holy Communion)
Monday 12/24, 3:30p Christmas Eve Candelight Service 

with Holy Communcion

The October-December (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is 
available on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance 
door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. 
Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

IV. The Gospel

We shall now return to the Gospel, which offers council and help 
against sin in more than one way, for God is surpassingly rich in his 
grace: First, through the spoken word, by which the forgiveness of sin 
(the peculiar function of the Gospel) is preached to the whole world; 
second, through Baptism; third, through the holy Sacrament of the 
Altar; fourth, through the power of the keys; and finally, through the 
mutual conversation and consolation of brethren. Matt. 18:20, “Where 
two or three are gathered,” etc. 

V.  Baptism

Baptism is nothing else than the Word of God in water, 
commanded by the institution of Christ; or as Paul says, “the washing 
of water with the word”; or, again, as Augustine puts it, “The Word is 
added to the element and it becomes a sacrament.”

Therefore we do not agree with Thomas and the Dominicans who 
forget the Word (God’s institution) and say that God has joined to the 
water a spiritual power which, through the water, washes away sin.

Nor do we agree with Scotus and the Franciscans who teach that 
Baptism washes away sin through the assistance of the divine will, as 
if the washing takes place only through God’s will and not at all 
through the Word and the water.

As for infant Baptism, we hold that children should be baptized, 
for they, too, are included in the promise of redemption which Christ 
made, and the church should administer Baptism to them. (1-4)

Last Week
Attendance: 12

Offering: $1073.00

"For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be 
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death." 

(2 Corinthians 7:10 NKJ)

http://www.issuesetc.org/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

