
 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14–20
14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;shout, O Israel!Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15The LORD has taken 
away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies.  
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil.  16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  “Fear not, 
O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.  17The LORD your God is in 
your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you 
with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing.  18I will gather those of you who mourn for the 
festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  19Behold, at that 
time I will deal with all your oppressors.  And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth.  20At that time I will bring you in, at the time 
when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

Epistle: Philippians 4:4–7
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not 
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

 
     

Gospel: Luke 7:18-35
18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 
19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And 
when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look 
for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and 
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed 
sight. 22And he answered them,  “Go and tell John what you have seen 
and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good 
news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended 
by me.”
      24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds concerning John:  “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in 
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
29(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they 
declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 
30but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for 
themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
      31“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and 
what are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace 
and calling to one another, “‘We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 
33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, 
and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has come eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35Yet wisdom is justified by all her 
children.”



December 16, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

 To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that 
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 
Titus 1:9

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Tom Sabel, graduate of UW-Platteville; Karen Wenndt (mother of Todd 
Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed overseas);  Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-
Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer:  David Hartman (Son of Betty 
Hynes); Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip  

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service ~10:30a Study of the Divine Liturgy
Sunday(12/23), 9a Children’s Christmas Service (No Holy Communion)
Monday(12/24) , 3:30p Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 
   
At last  week’s  voter’s meeting, voter’s approved the dual Parish Agreement 
with St. Luke, Richland Center. A joint voter’s meeting of the two 
congregaations is sheduled for January 13 at 2p, St. Luke, Richland Center.

Sunday 12/23, 9a Children’s Christmas Service (No Holy Communion)
Monday 12/24, 3:30p Christmas Eve Candelight Service 

with Holy Communcion

Missions for 4th Quarter (Oct-Dec): South Wisconsin District

The October-December (2018) Portals of Prayer devotional booklet is 
available on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance 
door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

VI.  The Sacrament of the Altar

We hold that the bread and the wine in the Supper are the true body 
and blood of Christ and that these are given and received not only by 
godly but also by wicked Christians.

We also hold that it is not to be administered in one form only. We 
need not resort to the specious learning of the sophists and the Council 
of Constance that as much is included under one form as under both.

Even if it were true that as much is included under one form as 
under both, yet administration in one form is not the whole order and 
institution as it was established and commanded by Christ.

Especially do we condemn and curse in God’s name those who not 
only omit both forms but even go so far as autocratically to prohibit, 
condemn, and slander the use of both as heresy and thus set themselves 
against and over Christ, our Lord and God, etc.

As for transubstantiation, we have no regard for the subtle 
sophistry of those who teach that bread and wine surrender or lose their 
natural substance and retain only the appearance and shape of bread 
without any longer being real bread, for that bread is and remains there 
agrees better with the Scriptures, as St. Paul himself states, “The bread 
which we break” (1 Cor. 10:16), and again, “Let a man so eat of the 
bread” (1 Cor. 11:28). (1-5)

Last Week
Attendance: 17

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed 
Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound;  To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  
To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The 
oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, 
that He may be glorified”(Isaia 61:1-3 NKJ)

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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