
 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15
1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, 
both of man and of beast, is mine.”
      3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which 
you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong 
hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .
      11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as 
he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall 
set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn 
of your animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn 
of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem 
it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons 
you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, 
‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the 
LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For 
when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the 
firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males 
that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”

Epistle: Colossians 3:12–17
12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

 
     

Gospel: Luke 2:22–40
22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took 
him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
     29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according 
to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation  31that you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
      33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.”
      36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at 
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
      39And when they had performed everything according to the Law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him.



December 30, 2018

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

What Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the 
Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and 
"The worker deserves his wages." 1 Tim. 5:17-18.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Karen Wenndt (mother of Todd Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed 
overseas);  Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer: 
Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip  

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service
Sunday, 9a Divine ServiceThe Epiphany of our Lord 

10:30a Study of the Liturgy of the Divine Service

On Sunday Dec 9, the Voter’s Assemblies of Apostles Lutheran Church, 
Platteville and St. Luke Lutheran Church, Richland Center each 

unanimously voted to enter into a dual parish agreement.
On Sunday Jan 13 @ 2p, both congregations will meet at St. Luke in 

Richland Center to jointly vote to ratify the agreement, officializing the 
agreement.  All voter’s are invited to attend.  Please speak with Todd or 

Dale conerning transportation.

The October-December (2018) & January-March Portals of Prayer 
devotional booklets is available on the table in the back of the sanctuary 
(and by the entrance door).  Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

 

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

VII.  The Keys

The keys are a function and power given to the church by Christ to 
bind and loose sins, not only the gross and manifest sins but also those 
which are subtle and secret and which God alone perceives. So it is 
written, “Who can discern his errors?” (Ps. 19:12). And Paul himself 
complains (Rom. 7:23) that in his flesh he was captive to “the law of 
sin.”

It is not in our power but in God’s alone to judge which, how great, 
and how many our sins are. As it is written, “Enter not into judgment 
with thy servant, for no man living is righteous before thee” (Ps. 
143:2),

and Paul also says in 1 Cor. 4:4, “I am not aware of anything 
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted.” (1-3)

Last Week
Attendance: 20 (12/23); 16 (23/24)

Offering: $1590 (12/23); $150 (12/23, restricted); $470 (12//24)

“When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are 
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying 
out, ‘Abba, Father!’  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” (Gal. 4:4-7 NKJ)

Missions for 4th Quarter (Oct-Dec): South Wisconsin District

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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