
 
Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6
    1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD 
has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and 
thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and 
his glory will be seen upon you.  3And nations shall come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
      4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters 
shall be carried on the hip.  5Then you shall see and be radiant; your 
heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be 
turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6A 
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles—2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations 
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.
      7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To 
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the 
eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our 
faith in him.

 
     Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
   6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’”

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came 
to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.



January 6, 2019

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

What Hearers Owe Their Pastors

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are 
over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest 
regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thess. 
5:12-13

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Karen Wenndt (mother of Todd Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed 
overseas);  Gregg Lemke; St. Luke-Richland Center (vacant) – With cancer: 
Rich Gordee; Thomas Philip  

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine ServiceThe Epiphany of our Lord 

10:30a Study of the Liturgy of the Divine Service (TBD)
Tuesday, 9:30a Circuit Pastor’s Meeting @ St. John, Loganville
Sunday, 9a Divine ServiceThe Baptism of our Lord

10:30a Study of the Liturgy of the Divine Service (TBD)
2p Joint Voter’s meetings with members of St. Luke 

Next Sunday Jan 13 @ 2p, members of Apostles and St. Luke congregations 
will meet at St. Luke in Richland Center to jointly vote to ratify the joint  
parish agreement, officializing the agreement.  All voter’s are invited to 

attend.  Please speak with Todd or Dale conerning transportation.

The January-March Portals of Prayer devotional booklets is available on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance door).  Please 
take a copy for yourself (and others).

THE BOOK OF CONCORD
(Tappert Edition)

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

VIII.  Confession

Since absolution or the power of the keys, which was instituted by 
Christ in the Gospel, is a consolation and help against sin and a bad 
conscience, confession and absolution should by no means be allowed 
to fall into disuse in the church, especially for the sake of timid 
consciences and for the sake of untrained young people who need to be 
examined and instructed in Christian doctrine.

However, the enumeration of sins should be left free to everybody 
to do or not as he will. As long as we are in the flesh we shall not be 
untruthful if we say, “I am a poor man, full of sin. I see in my members 
another law,” etc. (Rom. 7:23). Although private absolution is derived 
from the office of the keys, it should not be neglected; on the contrary, 
it should be highly esteemed and valued, like all other functions of the 
Christian church. (1-2)

Last Week
Attendance: 22

He who holds fast to the Word alone, trusts and abides in it, does not 
doubt that what the Word says will come to pass; he who does not 
dictate aim or time or means and ways, but resigns all freely to God’s 
will and pleasure as to when, how, where, and by whom he will fulfill 
his  Word; he, I say, has a true living faith which does not nor can not 
tempt God.

Learn then what it means to tempt God; it is easily  understood; it is a 
deficiency of true faith. To faith belongs above all the Word of God, as 
the foundation and rock of faith. Hence to tempt God is nothing else 
than to deal with him aside from his Word, i.e. to believe when he did 
not command faith and gave us no Word, or to disbelieve when he bids 
believe and gives us his Word. He did not give orders to believe that he 
would feed you when you have food before you or can find it without a 
miracle. But where you cannot find it, he has commanded that you 
firmly believe he will not forsake you. (Lenker,  Luther’s Sermons, Vol 1, ¶110-111)

Missions for 1st Quarter (Jan-Mar): Concordia Theological Seminary

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.


