
 Bible Readings

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8
"5 Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and 
makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 
He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He 
shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 
salt land. 7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust 
is the LORD. 8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its 
roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves 
remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does 
not cease to bear fruit.""

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-20

"1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are 
being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you-- unless 
you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 
me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, 
so we preach and so you believed. 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as 
raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ 
has been raised. 

 
     

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep."

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26

"17 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all 
Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came 
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd sought to 
touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 20 And 
he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: "Blessed are you who 
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 "Blessed are you who are 
hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. "Blessed are you who weep 
now, for you shall laugh. 22 "Blessed are you when people hate you and 
when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on 
account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets. 24 "But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 
consolation. 25 "Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
"Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 26 "Woe to 
you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 
false prophets."



February 17, 2019

WELCOME to Apostles Lutheran Church!  This congregation is a member of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  We believe and teach that 
the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, and the only means by which 
God has revealed the way of salvation, which is in Jesus Christ.  We pray 
that this hour will refresh your heart as God draws you closer to Himself.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

TABLE OF DUTIES
Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, 

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities

Of Citizens

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgivingbe made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is 
good and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1-3

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Karen Wenndt (mother of Todd Wenndt); Joshua Heimsoth (Deployed 
overseas);  Gregg Lemke; Apostles, Platteville & St. Luke, Richland Center, 
as they join together in ministry

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
 

Today, 9a Divine Service, Adult Bible Study resumes Wednesday March 13 @ 6:30p
 3p Installation of Pastor Reeder @ St. Luke Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Richland Center

Tuesday, 9:30a Pastors’ Circuit meeting @ Zion, La Valle
Thursday, 9:30a Table Talk, Alumni Lounge of Student Center next to Starbucks

*Sunday, 8:30a Divine Service; 10a Children’s Sunday School*

At last week’s special Voter’s meeting, the following nominations were 
approved by the assembly for  the 2019 LCMS National convention:

Synodical President: Rev. Matthew Harrison, current president; Rev. Clint 
Poppe, NE
1st Vice President: Rev. John Wille, SWD President; Rev. Peter Lange, Kansas 
District President
Regional Vice President for the Great Lakes Region: Rev. John Wohlrabe, WI

Beginning Sunday, Feb 24 (Next week)
Divine Service @ 8:30a; Children’s Sunday School @ 10a

Beginning Wednesday, March 13
Adult Bible Study @ 6:30p

Pastor’s Study hours change this week: Tues-Fri, 9a-1p
 

 

CONCORDIA: THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
PART III

IX.  Excommunication

The greater excommunication, as the pope calls it, we regard only as a 
civil penalty, and it does not concern us ministers of the Church. But 
the lesser, truly Christian excommunication, is this: Open and hard-
hearted sinners are not admitted to the Sacrament and other 
communion of the Church until they amend their lives and avoid sin [1 
Corinthians 5]. Ministers should not mingle secular punishments with 
this punishment from the Church, or excommunication.

X. Ordination and Call

If the bishops would be true bishops and would devote themselves to 
the Church and the Gospel, we might grant them to ordain and confirm 
us and our preachers. This would be for the sake of love and unity, but 
not because it was necessary. However, they would have to give up all 
comedies and spectacular display of unchristian parade and pomp. 2 
But they do not even want to be true bishops, but worldly lords and 
princes, who will neither preach, nor teach, nor baptize, nor administer 
the Lord’s Supper, nor perform any work or office of the Church. 
Furthermore, they persecute and condemn those who do discharge 
these functions, having been called to do so. So the Church should not 
be deprived of ministers because of the bishops.

Therefore, as the ancient examples of the Church and the fathers 
teach us, we ourselves should ordain suitable persons to this office. 
Even according to their own laws, they do not have the right to forbid 
or prevent us. For their laws say that those ordained even by heretics 
are truly ordained and stay ordained. As St. Jerome writes of the 
Church at Alexandria, at first it was governed in common by priests 
and preachers, without bishops. (1-3)

Last Week
Attendance: 6 

Missions for 1st Quarter (Jan-Mar): Concordia Theological Seminary

The January-March Portals of Prayer devotional booklets is available 
on the table in the back of the sanctuary (and by the entrance door).  
Please take a copy for yourself (and others).

LUTHERAN TALK RADIO (For the thinking Christian)…Issues, Etc. is 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. Listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.orgwww.issuesetc.org.

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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