
“Thus says the Lord” (i.e. Isaiah 7:7)

“…all things must be fulfilled which were 
written in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 
(Luke 24:44)



Broad themes: 
Judgment on false worship, Israel, Judah, 

and Gentile Nations

Comfort of God’s people, the remnant, 
the coming Messiah 



Luther on the prophets:

“We Christians ought not to be such shameful,
satiated, ungrateful know-it-alls, but rather
read and use the prophets with earnestness
and profit. For, in the first place, the prophets
proclaim and bear witness to the kingdom of
Christ in which we now live, and in which all
believers in Christ have heretofore lived, and
will live until the end of the world…”



“…In the second place the prophets show us
many great examples and experiences which
illustrate the first commandment. They
explicate it in masterly fashion, in both words
and examples, so as to drive us powerfully to
the fear of God and to faith, and to keep us in
them…to read or hear the prophets is surely
nothing else than to read and hear how God
threatens and comforts…”



“…In the prophets we see that things have
never turned out well for any man who has
despised God’s threatening, even though they
were the mightiest emperors and kings or the
holiest and most learned people on whom the
sun ever shone. On the other hand we see that
no one has ever been deserted who has dared
to rely upon God’s comforts and promises,
even though they were the most miserable
and the poorest sinners and beggars that
were ever on the earth…”



“…Let everyone see to it that he is certain his
worship and service of God has been instituted by
God’s word, and not invented by his own pious
notions or good intentions. Whoever engages in a
form of worship to which God has not borne
witness ought to know that he is serving not the
true God but an idol that he has concocted for
himself. That is to say, he is serving his own notions
and false ideas, and thereby the devil himself; and
the words of all the prophets are against him.”
[Preface to the Old Testament in Martin Luther, vol. 35, Luther's Works,Vol. 35
: Word and Sacrament I, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald and
Helmut T. Lehmann, Luther's Works (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999,
c1960), 35:273.]





Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi





The Lutheran Study Bible 
(2009).  CPH, p1082



“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called my son.” (Hosea 11:1)

See also Matthew 2:13-15 



c740-715 BC: Hosea written 
724-722 BC: Assyria besieges Samaria

Law: Unfaithfulness; adultery & drunkenness; 
idolatry; conquest of Samaria; stumbling

Gospel: Lord’s faithfulness; children of God; 
redemption; healing in repentance; God’s fatherly 
love; the Lord answers and looks for His people





Purpose: Hosea reminds Israel of the Lord’s 
loving faithfulness and calls them away from 
unfaithfulness to a new life.

Ch 1-3: The Unfaithful wife
Ch 4-14: The Unfaithful Nation

= Yahweh saves, 
Salvation



Expanded outline
I.  Superscription (1:1)
II. Hposea’s marriage to Gomer the harlot

A. Children of Harlotry (1:2-2:1)
B. Gomer’s Unfaithfulness (2:2-23)
C. Hosea’s faithfulness (3:1-5)

III. Hosea’s Message to Israel 
A. Israel’s Ignorance and unfaithfulness (4:1-6:3)
B. Israel’s Judgment (6:4-10:15)
C. Yahweh’s faithfulness and love for Israel (11-14)

Source: Andrew Hill and John Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1991), 360.



Ch 1

Introduction
God’s Call
Children born to Hosea
o Jezreel (see 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:10-11; & 1 

Kings 21:17-29)
o Lo-Ruhamah, “No mercy/love/compassion”
o Lo-Ammi, “Not my people”

Promise



Ch 1 (cont.)
v10 Promise
# of children of Israel || Gen 32:12 (to Jacob)

Ch 2
1-2 Call to repentance
11, 13 Punishment/Judgment
19-23 Promises

Ch 3
1-2 Hosea to love Gomer, even paying the price 
for her purchase (God’s love toward Israel)



Expanded outline of ch 4-14
[Standard four-point outline characteristic of the pre-exilic 
writing prophets]

I.   Indictment, 4:1-11
II.  Judgment, 5:1-8, 14
III. Instruction/Call to Repentance, 6:1-3
IV. The Aftermath/The Promise, 14:1-8

Source: Andrew Hill and John Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1991), 361.



 Indictment, 4:1-11
4:1-3, Hear the Word of the Lord…
4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…

 Judgment, 5:1-8, 14
5:4; 7:2; 11:7 They do not direct their deeds toward 
turning…

 Instruction/Call to Repentance, 6:1-3
6:1-3, Come, and let us return to the Lord…

 The Aftermath/The Promise, 14:1-8
11:1 …out of Egypt I called My Son
13:14 – 1 Cor 15:54-57; 2 Timothy 1:10
14:1-4, 9 Return to the Lord your God…



=  The Lord (Yahweh) 
is God

“ ‘Now, therefore,’ says the LORD, ‘Turn to Me with all 
your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning. So rend your heart, and not your garments; 
Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and 

merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He 
relents from doing harm.’ ”

Joel 2:12-13



Joel prophesied in/to Judah

Purpose: To call for fasting and  
repentance before the Day 
of the Lord, depicted by a 
plague of locusts and a 
coming battle.



Estimated dates of Joel the prophet: 

 873-848 BC: Reign of Jehoshaphat or later 
(Joash?)

 c848-800 BC: Joel written

For the time during the reign of Jehoshaphat, see 
2 Chronicles 17-20
For the time during the reign of Joash, see 2 
Chronicles 22:10-24:127



Brief Outline:

Ch 1: Locusts
Ch 2-3: Blessings and Curses

Themes: 
Locusts and punishment
Day of the Lord
Repentance
Pouring out of the Spirit



Themes: Locusts and punishment

1:4-7, 10 Devastation

I.e. “In the twentieth century a terrible outbreak of locusts 
occurred in the spring of 1915…At the end of February, 
enormous numbers of locust flew into Syria and Palestine 
from a northeasterly direction, settling on the hills and fields 
and laying vast numbers of eggs.  The eggs hatched a few 
months later – as many as sixty thousand per thirty-nine 
square inches of soil.  The new brood began to crawl across 
the land – about six hundred feet per day – devouring ever 
scrap of living vegetation that lay in its path.” [Peter Craige, The Old 
Testament: Its background, Growth, and Content, (Nashville: Abingdon Press), 178]



Themes: Locusts and punishment

Devastation from locusts was understood to be orchestrated 
by God.

For the prophet Joel (and for the prophets in general), times 
of suffering and hardship were often seen as consequences 
of (general/specific) sin, and reason to repent, also and 
especially in preparation for the future day of the last 
judgement.

See: Luke 13:1-5; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13



Themes: “The Day of the Lord”

 1:15-20; Earthly devastation = 
God’s action
 2:1-2 ; God brings destruction 
through earthly means
 2:11; The Lord leads the “campaign”
 2:30-31; Connection to Pentecost
 3:13-16; The Day of the Lord is near



Themes: Repentance

1:13-14, Put on sackcloth and lament…
2:12-17; Return to the Lord…



Themes:  Pouring out of the Spirit

Joel 2:28-32 || Acts 2:1-33 (17-21)



“I will send you into exile beyond
Damascus,” says the LORD, whose 

name is the God of hosts. 
Amos 5:27 (ESV)

“I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; 
They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them;

They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; 
They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. 

I will plant them in their land, And no longer shall 
they be pulled up From the land I have given them,” 

Says the LORD your God. 
Amos 9:14 (NKJ)



Purpose: To warn Israel and Judah that God 
would punish them for injustice and for 
idolatry, though a remnant would be saved.





Timeline & Historical Context

c792-740 BC: Amos written

792-740 BC: Azariah (Uzziah) (Judah) [2 Kings 15:1-7; 
2 Chronicles 26:23]
793-753 BC: Reign of Jeroboam II (Israel) [2 Kings 14:23-29]

752-732 BC: Reign of Pekah (Israel) [2 Kings 15:27-31]
724-722 BC: Assyria Besieges Samaria
605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem

780 B.C. 770 B.C. 760 B.C. 750 B.C. 740 B.C. 730 B.C. 720 B.C. 710 B.C. 700 B.C.

(?) Jonah  

Isaiah, Micah  

(?) Amos  

Zechariah  

Jotham  

Menahem  

Ahaz  

Hosea  

Pekahiah  

Pekah  

Hoshea, last King of Israel  

Judah After the Fall of Samaria  

Hezekiah  

Assyrian Kings  

Shalmanezer IV succeeds Tiglath-pileser III  

Revolt of Hoshea, siege of Samaria begins  

Sargon  

Fall of Samaria; End  of Northern Kingdom  

Sargon invades Palestine; Ashdod taken  

Sennacherib  

Sickness of Hezekiah  

Embassy of Merodach-baladan (Babylon)  

(?) First invasion of Palestine by Sennacherib  

Sen. fights Egypt, siege of Jerusalem, routed  

Manasseh  

Ethiopian Dynasty in Egypt  

Sabako or So, King of Egypt  

Nineveh  

Tirhakah  

Assyrians destroy Babylon  



Brief Outline

Ch 1-3: Judgment against Nations
Ch 4-8: Declarations concerning Israel
Ch 9: Future hope

Amos 7:14-15



Judgment on 
the Nations: 
Damascus, 
Gaza, Tyre, 
Edom, Ammon, 
Moab (Ch 1-2)

For three transgression and for four…



Judgment on Judah, Ch 2:4-5

Thus says the LORD: "For three
transgressions of Judah, and for four,
I will not revoke the punishment,
because they have rejected the law
of the LORD, and have not kept his
statutes, but their lies have led them astray, those after
which their fathers walked. So I will send a fire upon
Judah, and it shall devour the strongholds of
Jerusalem." (Amos 2:4-5, ESV)



Judgment on Israel, Ch 2:6-16

They lie down by every altar on clothes taken in 
pledge, And drink the wine of the condemned in the 
house of their god. (Amos 2:8, NKJ)



Words against Israel

 God’s servants, the prophets, 
Ch 3.7:13
 Israel did not return to the Lord,
Ch 4.6, 13
 “Seek God and live,” Ch 5:4-6, 12, 
14-15
 “The Lord is His Name,” Ch 5:8; 9:6
 “Day of the Lord,” Ch 5:18-27
 Woes, Ch 6:1, 3



Amaziah the priest complains against Amos, 
Ch 7:10-17

Amos answered and said 
to Amaziah, “I was no 
prophet, nor a prophet's 
son, but I was a herdsman 
and a dresser of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me 
from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” (Amos 7:14-15,  
ESV)



Approaching Destruction/Desolation, 
Ch 8:1-9:10

The end has come upon 
My people Israel; I will not

pass by them anymore. 
(Amos 8:2,  NKJ)



Message of Hope/Restoration, Ch 9:11-15

I will bring back the captives of My 
people Israel; They shall build the 
waste cities and inhabit them; They 
shall plant vineyards and drink wine 
from them; They shall also make 
gardens and eat fruit from them. 
(Amos 9:14 NKJ)



Amos & the New Testament

Amos 5:25-27 || Acts 7:42-43 
(Stephen’s martyrdom)

Amos 9:11-12 || 
Acts 15:16-17 



“The glory of Jehovah (Yahweh) as the 
everlasting king” (Dr. Laetsch, Biblical 
Commentary: The Minor Prophets

“…the kingdom shall be the LORD's. 
(Obadiah 1:21)

Read the text



Purpose: To decry the abuses of Edom against 
fugitives from Judah and to announce the restoration 
of God’s people. To show that Edom’s actions toward 
Judah will be punished.  Judah will be glorified.

“God’s judgment on Edom 
will be tantamount to the 
destruction of all nations 
that not confessed the
true God” (Hummel)



Obadiah means 
“servant of Yahweh”

Important dates
605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar 
besieges Jerusalem
587 BC: Jerusalem temple 
destroyed
c587-553 BC: Obadiah 
written



Background for understanding

Jacob & Esau, Genesis 27-28 
(see also Gen. 25:19-34)
 Isaac blesses Jacob instead of Esau (Gen. 27:29, 

37, 40; 28:3-4)
 Jacob escapes from Esau

Jacob & Esau, 32-33
 Jacob given new name (Gen. 32:28)
 Jacob & Esau meet (Gen. 33)

Esau  Edom
(Gen. 25:30)



What had Edom done to Judah?  Passages 
concerning Edom (and Judah)

Numbers 20:14-21 (Judges 11:16-14-17) 
Refused passage to Israel
1 Samuel 14:47
*2 Samuel 8:14, Edom became David’s servants
1 Kings 11:14-25, Adversary against Solomon

Psalm 137:7-9



Other oracles against Edom

Isaiah 21:11-12; 34:5-17
Jeremiah 49:7-22 *See below
Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:1-15
Amos 1:11-12

Note: Similarity exists between Obadiah 1-5 with 
Jeremiah 49:9-10, 14-16



Outline 

1-4: Prophetic announcement of imminent judgment 
upon Edom
5-10: Totality of the judgment
11-14: Particulars of the indictment
15-21: “Great reversal” on “The Day of the Lord”



Themes

Pride, v3 (Proverbs 11:2; 16:16-18; 
Isaiah 16:6; 25:11…1 Corinthians 1:18-31)

“Lex Talionis”, v15 
(Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:23; 
Leviticus 24:19; Deuteronomy 
19:21…Psalm 7:15-16;
Proverbs 26:27



Restoration, v17-21 (Joel 3:17-21; Amos 9:11-15; 
Micah 7:8-20)

Yahweh’s dominance 
over the world

Ezekiel 37:24-28; 
Daniel 2:44-45;

Zechariah 12:3-13:6 

Themes (cont.)

Universal judgment, v15-16



“And should I not pity Nineveh, 
that great city, in which are more 
than one hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who cannot 
discern between their right hand 
and their left-- and much 
livestock?” (Jonah 4:11, NKJ)



Purpose: To describe 
God’s mercy toward the 
people of Nineveh and 
toward all who repent.



Luther: “We are taught in this account how
powerful, active, and effective God’s Word is.
It cannot be preached in vain so that it fails to
produce, and that in plain sight. If we will
think about this account in terms of the
power and effect of the Word, the story
becomes wonderful and full of comfort.
Otherwise it seems an insignificant story.”



“Is not the power of this preaching truly
great which within three or four days has
converted that very powerful nation with the
result that it drives the king and all the
inhabitants into ashes, repentant for the sin
that was revealed by the Word?”

(Luther's Works vol. 19, Minor Prophets II: Jonah and Habakkuk19:4.)



Other views on Jonah: “Critical scholars
regard the story of Jonah as a fictional lesson,
chiefly because of the miraculous provision
of the “fish,” by which God rescued Jonah.
However, every other aspect of the story
conforms to the historical setting. When
Jesus cited the story (Mt 12:39-42), He did
not treat it as a parable but as history.” (The
Lutheran Study Bible, p1479)





Timeline

793-753 BC: Reign of Jeroboam II (Israel)
c790 BC: Jonah written
722 BC: Samaria (Israel) falls to Assyria



Outline (Read text)

Ch 1:1-3, Jonah’s call and reaction
Ch 1:4-17, On the ship in the midst of the storm at sea
Ch 2, Inside the fish-Jonah’s prayer
Ch 3:1-3, Yahweh gives Jonah his assignment a 2nd time
Ch 3:4-10, Jonah calls Nineveh to repent, Nineveh 
repents
Ch 4:1-3, Jonah’s prayer in Nineveh
Ch 4:4-11, Jonah outside the city of Nineveh, Lesson on 
mercy



Jonah & the New Testament

Matthew 12:38-42 || Mark 8:11-12 || Luke 11:29-32
Matthew 16:1-4 || Mark 8:11-13 || Luke 12:54-56

Note the connection Jesus is making to the prophet 
Jonah (type-antitype)



In relation to Jesus’ reference 
to Jonah, reflect also 
on these references:

 Adam (St. Paul) – Romans 5:12-15 (14)
 Concerning the prophets (St. Peter) – Acts 3:22-26
 Noah (Jesus) – Matthew 24:36-39||Luke 17:24-27; 28-

30 (of Lot)



Who is a God like You, Pardoning 
iniquity And passing over the 

transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does 
not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in 
mercy. He will again have compassion on us, And will 
subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins Into the 
depths of the sea. You will give truth to Jacob And 
mercy to Abraham, Which You have sworn to our 
fathers From days of old. (Micah 7:18 NKJ)

Who is a 
God like 

you?



“Micah is one of the fine prophets who
rebukes the people severely for their
idolatry and constantly refers to the
coming Christ and to his kingdom. In

one respect he is unique among the prophets, in
that he points with certainty to Bethlehem, naming
it as the town where Christ was to be born [5:2]. For
this reason he was famous under the Old Covenant,
as Matthew certainly shows in chapter 2[:3–6].”

Luther



[

…In short he denounces, he prophesies, he
preaches, etc. Ultimately, however, his meaning is
that even though Israel and Judah have to go to
pieces, Christ will yet come and make all things
good. So, too, we now have to rebuke, denounce,
comfort, and preach, etc., and then say, “Even
though all be lost, Christ will yet come at the Last
Day and help us out of all misfortune.”

Martin Luther, vol. 35, Luther's Works, Vol. 35 : Word and Sacrament I, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, 
Hilton C. Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann, Luther's Works (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1999, c1960), 35:324.]



Purpose: To indict the 
shepherds of Israel and Judah 
for exploiting and misleading 

the people and to prophesy the Lord’s work 
as a shepherd  for the remnant.

See Micah 1:2-5 & Micah 7:7



Timeline

750-735 BC: Reign of Jotham (Judah)
750-686 BC: Micah written
722 BC: Samaria (Israel) falls to Assyria
715-686 BC: Reign of Hezekiah (Judah)



Outline

Ch 1-5: Judgment and Deliverance
Ch 6-7: Confession and Restoration



For reflection

Micah 2:12-13
Micah 5:2-5a – Ruler from Bethlehem
Micah 6:8
Micah 7:18-20



1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The
book of the vision of Nahum of
Elkosh. 2 The LORD is a jealous and

avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful;
the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries and
keeps wrath for his enemies. 3 The LORD is slow to
anger and great in power, and the LORD will by no
means clear the guilty. His way is in whirlwind and
storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.
(Nahum 1:1-3, ESV)



Nahum in the Hebrew means, “comforter”

Purpose:

The Lord fights for those 
who take refuge in Him.



Luther:  
“This prophet has briefly the following purpose: to
keep in faith toward God the Judah which still
survived the great destruction, to completely assure
their hearts that this kingdom would remain firm in
the Word and worship of God, that His divine
promises would be fulfilled, and that the kingdom
would not cease to exist but would last until the
coming of Christ, who was to be born of Judah, as
the prophecies declare. Thus there is nothing else
here but the doctrine of faith… 



Luther (continued):  

“You see, he is teaching us to trust in God and
especially when we despair of every human
protection, every human power and planning, to
believe that the Lord is close to His people and
protects them against the assaults of every foe, no
matter how powerful such foes may be, etc. But
there is need here for a faith that believes that.”

Luther, Martin. Vol. 18, Luther's Works, Vol. 18 : Minor Prophets I: Hosea-Malachi. Edited by Pelikan, Jaroslav Jan, Hilton C. 
Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann. Luther's Works, 18:282. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1999, c1975.



Timeline

793-753 BC: Reign of Jeroboam II (Israel
715 BC: Hezekiah repairs temple
c663-612 BC: Nahum written
640-609 BC: Reign of Josiah (Judah) 
629 BC: Josiah purges high places
605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem

NahumJonah

Ninevah



Outline

Ch 1: The Divine Warrior
Ch 2-3: The future 
Destruction of Nineveh

Nahum 1:11
(see also Psalm 2:1-7)



1 “The oracle that Habakkuk the 
prophet saw. 2 O LORD, how long 
shall I cry for help, and you will not 
hear? Or cry to you "Violence!" and 
you will not save? (Hab. 1:1 ESV)



Luther: 

“This Habakkuk is a prophet of comfort, who is to
strengthen and support the people, to prevent them
from despairing of the coming of Christ, however
strangely things may go. This is why he uses every
device and stratagem that can serve to keep strong
in their hearts the faith in the promised Christ. His
message is as follows…





Luther (continued): 

“…It is indeed true that because of the people’s sins
the lands shall have to be destroyed by the king of
Babylon. But Christ and his kingdom shall not fail to
come on that account. On the contrary, the
destroyer, the king of Babylon, shall have little good
out of his conquest, for he too shall perish. For it is
God’s nature and work to help when there is need
and to come in the midst of the proper season…





Luther (continued): 
“…In the same way we must support Christians with the
word of God in anticipation of the Last Day, even though
it appears that Christ is delaying long and will not
come. For Christ himself says that he will come when
men least expect it—when they are building and
planting, buying and selling, eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage [Luke 17:27–28]—in
order that at least some, though not all, can be
preserved in faith. For in this matter preaching and
believing are essential, as we see every day.

Martin Luther, vol. 35, Luther's Works, Vol. 35 : Word and Sacrament I, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald and Helmut T. 
Lehmann, Luther's Works (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999, c1960), 35:327. 



Purpose

The Lord shows that He works even through evil 
nations such as Babylon to accomplish His good 
purposes.



Timeline

640-609 BC: Reign of Josiah (Judah)
605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem
c605 BC: Habakkuk written
599 BC: Nebuchadnezzar takes captives
587 BC: Jerusalem temple destroyed

Habakkuk



Outline

Ch 1-2: “Debate” between Habakkuk and God
CH 3: Habakkuk’s Psalm of submission

For Reflection
Habakkuk 2:4 & 

Romans 1:17; 
Galatians 3:11; 
Hebrews 10:38

Habakkuk 3:17-19 



“Be silent before the Lord GOD! For 
the day of the LORD is near; the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and 

consecrated his guests.” (Zephaniah 1:7)

“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one 
who will save; he will rejoice over you 
with gladness; he will quiet you by his 
love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17)



Luther:

Zephaniah lived in the time of the prophet Jeremiah, 
for as the title [1:1] shows, he prophesied under 
King Josiah, as did Jeremiah. For that reason he 
prophesies the very same things as Jeremiah, 
namely, that Jerusalem and Judah shall be destroyed 
and the people carried away because of their 
wicked life, devoid of repentance. 





Luther:

He says simply that God will bring misfortune and affliction
upon the people so that they may be moved to repentance.
For none of the prophets was ever able even once to
persuade this people that God was angry with them. They
relied continually on the claim that they were, and were
called, God’s people; and whoever preached that God was
angry with them had to be a false prophet and had to die, for
they would not believe that God would leave his people. It
was then as it is today: all who teach that the church errs and
sins, and that God will punish her, are denounced as heretics
and killed. 



Luther:

Now Zephaniah prophesies this disaster not only for 
Judah, but also for all the surrounding and 
neighboring lands, such as the Philistines, Moab, the 
Ethiopians, and Assyria. The king of Babylon is to be 
God’s rod upon all lands.





Luther:
In the third chapter Zephaniah prophesies gloriously and
clearly of the happy and blessed kingdom of Christ, which
shall be spread abroad in all the world. Although he is a
minor prophet, he speaks more about Christ than many
other major prophets, almost more than Jeremiah even. He
does so in order to give the people abundant comfort, so that
they would not despair of God because of their disastrous
captivity in Babylon, as if God had east them off forever, but
rather be sure that after this punishment they would receive
grace again and get the promised Savior, Christ, with his
glorious kingdom.

Martin Luther, vol. 35, Luther's Works, Vol. 35 : Word and Sacrament I, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. 
Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann, Luther's Works (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999, c1960), 35:329.



Purpose: 

Zephaniah announces God’s wrath against the nations, 
as a warning of Judah, whom he calls to repent.

God’s wrath against Judah & the nations
Zephaniah 1:2-4; 3:8

God’s call to repentance
Zephaniah 2:3



Timeline

640-609 BC: Zephaniah written; reign of 
Josiah (Judah)
628 BC: Jeremiah called to be a prophet
605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem



Outline

Ch 1: Judgment on Judah
Ch 2: Judgment on the nations
Ch 3: The Day of the Lord; 
Restoration



For Reflection

“The Day of the Lord”
Zephaniah 1:7-10, 14-18

Refuge in the Name of the Lord
Zephaniah 3:9-13, 14-20



“Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Consider your ways. Go up to the 
hills and bring wood and build the 
house, that I may take pleasure in it 

and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. You looked 
for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you 
brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the LORD 
of hosts.  Because of my house that lies
in ruins, while each of you busies himself 
with his own house.” (Haggai 1:7-9)



Luther: 

Haggai denounces the people because they had given no
thought to setting up the temple and the worship of God, but
had feverishly grubbed and scraped only for their own
property and houses. For this reason they were afflicted with
famine and with loss of produce, wine, grain, and all sorts of
crops. This was an example to all the godless, who pay no
heed to God’s word and worship and are always filling their
own bags. It is to them alone that this text applies, when he
says,“Their bag shall be full of holes” [1:6].





Luther: 

So we find in all the histories that when men will not
support God’s servants or help to maintain his word,
he just lets them go and grub for themselves, and
scrape incessantly. However in the end he punctures
the bag full of holes; he blows into it so that it
disintegrates and vanishes, and no one knows what
has become of it. God intends to share their food or
they’ll not have any. 



Luther:

He prophesies also of Christ in chapter 2[:6–7], that
he shall soon come as a “comfort of all nations,” by
which he indicates in a mystery that the kingdom
and the laws of the Jews shall have an end, and the
kingdoms of all the world shall be destroyed and
become subject to Christ. This has already taken
place, and continues to take place until the Last Day
when it will all be fulfilled.
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Purpose: 

The exiles must rebuild the Jerusalem temple 
rather than focus 
on their own 
prosperity.



Timeline

605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem
538 BC: Cyrus decrees that exiles may return to Judah
520 BC: Haggai delivers prophecies
516 BC: Second temple completed

*



Outline

Ch 1: Command to rebuild the temple
Ch 2: Blessings

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the 
LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, 
declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, 
declares the LORD of hosts, according to the 

covenant that I made with you when you came out 
of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 

(Haggai 2:4)



For Reflection

Haggai 2:7-9; 2:21-22 
(See also Hebrews 12:25-29)



"The LORD was very angry with your
fathers. 3 Therefore say to them, Thus
declares the LORD of hosts: Return to me,

says the LORD of hosts, and I will return to you, says the LORD of
hosts. 4 Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former
prophets cried out, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, Return from
your evil ways and from your evil deeds.' But they did not hear
or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 5 Your fathers, where
are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But my words
and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets,
did they not overtake your fathers? So they repented and said,
'As the LORD of hosts purposed to deal with us for our ways and
deeds, so has he dealt with us.'" (Zechariah 1:2, ESV)



Luther:
This prophet lived after the Babylonian captivity. With his
colleague, Haggai, he helped to rebuild Jerusalem and the
temple and to bring the scattered people together again, so
that government and order might be set up in the land again.
He is truly one of the most comforting of the prophets. He
presents many lovely and reassuring visions, and gives many
sweet and kindly words, in order to encourage and strengthen
the troubled and scattered people to proceed with the
building and the government despite the great and varied
resistance which they had till then encountered. He does this
down to the fifth chapter.
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Purpose: 
Zechariah supports 
the rebuilding of the 
Jerusalem temple and 
prophesies about the 
fulfillment, in Christ, of 
the Old Covenant.



Timeline

605 BC: Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem
538 BC: Cyrus decrees that exiles may return to Judah
520 BC: Zechariah begins to receive God’s Word 
516 BC: Second temple completed

* Zechariah



Outline

Ch 1-8: Zechariah’s 
visions
Ch 9-12: Messianic 
Prophecy



Prophecies/References to Christ 

Zechariah 3:8 – Isaiah 4:2; Jeremiah 33:15; Isaiah 42:1; 
Isaiah 53:2-12 (11)
Zechariah 9:9 – Matthew 21:5
Zechariah 12:10 – John 19:34
Zechariah 13:7 -- Matthew 26:31; 
Mark 14:27



6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master.
If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I
am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of
hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But

you say, 'How have we despised your name?' 7 By offering
polluted food upon my altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted
you?' By saying that the LORD's table may be despised. 8 When
you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when
you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that
to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the
LORD of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God,
that he may be gracious to us.With such a gift from
your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says
the LORD of hosts. (Malachi 1:1 ESV)



Luther:

He is a fine prophet, and his book contains beautiful
sayings about Christ and the gospel. He calls it “a
pure offering in all the world,” for by the gospel the
grace of God is praised, and that is the true pure
thank-offering. Again he prophesies of the coming of
John the Baptist, as Christ himself in Matthew 11[:10,
14] interprets that of which Malachi [3:1; 4:5] writes,
calling John his messenger and Elijah. 



Luther:

Beyond that he also denounces his people severely because
they do not give the priests their tithes and other services
[3:8–10]. Even when they gave them, they did it faithlessly;
sick and blemished sheep, for example, whatever they did not
want themselves, had to be good enough for the poor priests
and preachers [1:8–14]. This is the way it usually goes. Those
who are true preachers of the word of God must suffer hunger
and privation, while false teachers must always have their fill.
To be sure, the priests too are denounced along with the
offerings, because they accepted those offerings and
sacrificed them. Such was the work of dear Sir Avarice. 



Luther:

But God here declares that he is greatly displeased
with this. He calls such faithlessness and wickedness
an offense against himself. On account of it God
threatens to leave them and to take the Gentiles as
his people.



Luther:

Afterward he denounces the priests particularly because they
falsified the word of God and taught it faithlessly and thereby
deceived many [2:6–10] and because they abused their
priestly office by not rebuking those who offered blemished
things or were otherwise unrighteous, and by praising them
instead and calling them righteous, just to gain contributions
and profit from them. In this way avarice and concern for the
belly have always injured the word and worship of God; they
always turn preachers into hypocrites.
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Purpose:

Malachi expresses to the Judeans the love of God, on 
account of which He calls 
their repentance.



Timeline

516 BC: Second temple completed
445 BC: Walls of Jerusalem restored
c430 BC: Malachi written
334-323 BC: Conquests of Alexander the Great



Outline

Ch 1-3: Sins 
identified, call to 
Repentance

Ch 4: The Lord 
remembers those 
who fear him, 
Messianic promise



For Reflection

Malachi 
1:6-7 || Luke 6:46 
2:7-9 
2:10 || 1 Corinthians 8:6
2:13-16 (16) 
3:7-10 || James 4:8
4:1-4 

3:1-3 || Matthew 11:7-15
4:5-6 || Matthew 17:10-13; Luke 1:16-17




