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CHAPTER 1
"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 

the worlds" (Hebrews 1:1-2 NKJ)



Verse 2
“He who wants to ascend advantageously to the love and 
knowledge of God should abandon the human metaphysical 
rules concerning knowledge of the divinity and apply himself 
first to the humanity of Christ. For it is exceedingly godless 
temerity that, where God has humiliated Himself in order to 
become recognizable, man seeks for himself another way by 
following the counsels of his own natural capacity.” (111)



Verse 3
“We should despair of our penitence, of our purification from 
sins; for before we repent, our sins have already been 
forgiven. Indeed, first His very purification, on the contrary, 
also produces penitence in us, just as His righteousness 
produces our righteousness. This is what Is. 53:6 says: ‘All we 
like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his 
own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.’” 
(112–113)



Verse 6
“There is firm proof that the man Christ is true God, because 
it is recorded that He is worshiped by the angels, not only by 
some but by every one of them. But although the authority of 
the apostle would be sufficient here, yet almost every word of 
the psalm that is quoted confirms the same thing, namely, 
that this psalm refers to Christ, the incarnate God, for the 
sake of the kingdom of the present church.” (115–116)



CHAPTER 2
"Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 

Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might 
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release 

those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage." (Hebrews 2:14-15 NKJ)



Verse 3
“The Law and the Gospel also differ for this reason, that in the Law there 
are very many works—they are all external—but in the Gospel there is only 
one work—it is internal—which is faith. Therefore the works of the Law bring 
about external righteousness; the works of faith bring about righteousness 
that is hidden in God. Consequently, when the Jews asked in John 6:28: 
‘What must we do, to be doing the works of God?’ Christ draws them away 
from a large number of works and reduces the works to one. He says: ‘This 
is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent’ (John 6:29). 
Therefore the whole substance of the new law and its righteousness is that 
one and only faith in Christ. Yet it is not so one-and-only and so sterile as 
human opinions are; for Christ lives, and not only lives but works, and not 
only works but also reigns. Therefore it is impossible for faith in Him to be 
idle; for it is alive, and it itself works and triumphs, and in this way works 
flow forth spontaneously from faith.” (123–124)



Verse 9
“Therefore God kills in order to make alive; He humiliates in order to 
exalt, etc. And this is what the apostle glories in when he says that he 
knows nothing except Jesus Christ, and Him not glorified but crucified 
(cf. 1 Cor. 2:2). He bears on his body the marks of his Lord (cf. Gal. 
6:17). For to bear Christ crucified in oneself is to live a life full of trials 
and sufferings, and for this reason He becomes for carnal men ‘a sign 
that is spoken against’ (Luke 2:34). Therefore one should resolve to 
receive with open arms every trial, even death itself, with praise and 
joy, just as one should receive Christ Himself…Thus James 1:2 says: 
‘Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials.’ And in Is. 
48:9 we read: ‘For the sake of My praise I restrain it for you, that I may 
not cut you off.’ And in Ps. 18:3: ‘I will call upon the Lord, and I will be 
saved from my enemies.’” (130)



Verse 10
“God does not compel men to salvation by force and fear, but 
by this pleasing spectacle of His mercy and love He moves 
and draws through love all whom He will save.” (132)



Verse 14
“It pleases our most gracious God to destroy death and the 
works of the devil in us through Christ. We Christians should 
learn, in order that we may die joyfully. For just as it is 
impossible for Christ, the Victor over death, to die again (cf. 
Rom. 6:9), so it is impossible for one who believes in Him to 
die; as Christ says in John 11:26, 25: ‘He who believes in Me 
shall never die. And though he dies, he shall live.’” (136)



Verse 14
“The apostle Paul also proclaims the resurrection of Christ everywhere 
with great joy, because through it the Law, sin, death, hell, the devil, 
the world, and the flesh have all been overcome for all who believe in 
Him and call upon Him. Thus 1 Cor. 15:57 states: ‘But thanks be to 
God, who gave us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ ‘Gave us,’ 
he says. He did not keep it for Himself alone. And 1 Thess. 4:13–14 
says: ‘We would not have you ignorant concerning those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep.’ And in Hos. 
13:14 we read: ‘I will deliver them out of the hand of death. I will 
redeem them from death. O death, I will be your death. O hell, I will be 
your bite.’ (137)



Verse 14
“He who fears death or is unwilling to die is not a Christian to 
a sufficient degree; for those who fear death still lack faith in 
the resurrection, since they love this life more than they love 
the life to come. Properly speaking, they are those about 
whom Ps. 106:24 says: ‘They despised the pleasant land.’ He 
who does not die willingly should not be called a Christian. 
Therefore Chrysostom, with reference to this passage, 
censures those who mourn the dead. He says: ‘Those who 
truly deserve to be mourned are those who still fear death 
and shudder, who still do not believe in the resurrection.’” 
(137–138)



Verse 14
“It is true that only the awareness of sin makes death 
dreadful, because ‘sin is the sting of death’ (1 Cor. 15:56). 
But only faith in Christ removes the awareness of sin; for ‘the 
victory has been given to us through Jesus Christ,’ as stated 
above (cf. 1 Cor. 15:57). For God makes death, judgment, and 
hell manifest in order to show the power of faith in Christ, so 
that a Christian may overcome these through faith. For those 
dreadful things are nothing else than exercises through which 
faith should become ‘strong as death and hard as hell’ (cf. 
Song of Sol. 8:6), although they try vigorously with might and 
violence to separate the heart from trust in Christ. (137–138)



Verse 15
“When Christ took away the fear of death, He set us free from 
slavery to sin and by this same act destroyed him to whom we 
were subject only through the fear of death. Yet he did not destroy 
him in such a way that he did not exist; but just as we are freed 
from the Law by the Spirit, not so that the Law does not exist, but 
so that the Law is not feared, so we are also freed from the devil, 
not so that he does not exist, but so that he is not feared, and 
from death, not so that it does not exist, but so that it is not 
feared, etc. I conclude, therefore, that for a Christian there is 
nothing more to fear either in this life or in the life to come, since 
for him both death and all evils have been changed into a 
blessing and a gain.” (141)



CHAPTER 3
"For this One (Jesus) has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. For 

every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God." 
(Hebrews 3:3-4 NKJ)



Verse 7
“One should note that this is the one, and the greatest, thing God requires 
of the Jews, yes, of all men, namely, that they hear His voice. Therefore 
Moses impresses so many times throughout Deuteronomy (Deut. 6:4): 
‘Hear, O Israel.’ Likewise (cf. Deut. 5:25): ‘If you hear the voice of the Lord 
your God.’…Indeed, nothing resounds in the prophets more frequently than 
“hear,” “they did not hear,” and ‘they were unwilling to hear.’ And rightly so, 
because without faith it is impossible for God to be with us (cf. Heb. 11:6) or 
to work, since He does everything through His Word alone. Thus no one is 
able to cooperate with Him unless he adheres to the Word. This takes place 
through faith, just as a tool does not cooperate with a workman unless it 
has been taken hold of with his hand. Therefore, it is perverse in the 
extreme for one to hasten to works before God works in us, that is, before 
we believe.” (148–149)



Verse 7
“Those who rely on their own counsel and ‘do not wait for the counsel of the Lord’ 
(cf. Ps. 106:13) harden their hearts to their own immeasurable harm and impede 
the work of God in themselves. For God works beyond strength, beyond 
perception, beyond intention, and beyond every thought, as Is. 55:9 says: ‘For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, says 
the Lord.’ For He is the highest. Therefore His work is also the highest, as is clear 
from every example of the exodus of the Children of Israel. And from this one now 
understands who the people are who annoy, irritate, exasperate, and contradict, 
as Scripture rather frequently speaks of them, namely, the people who do not 
believe the Word of God and are impatient of the work of God, since, like a horse 
and a mule (cf. Ps. 32:9), they follow their master as long as they are aware of 
visible things to rely on. If these things fail, they fail too. Therefore faith in Christ is 
an exceedingly arduous thing, because it is a rapture and a removal from 
everything one experiences within and without to the things one experiences 
neither within nor without, namely, to the invisible, most high, and 
incomprehensible God.” (148–149)



Verse 12
“This uncleanness of the heart is so deep that no human being is sufficiently 
aware of it, much less can purge it away by his own strength, as Jer. 17:9–10 says: 
‘The heart of man is deceitful and inscrutable. Who will search it out? I the Lord 
search out the heart and the reins.’ Therefore the heart becomes pure and good 
only through faith in Christ, as we read in Acts 15:9: ‘He made no distinction 
between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.’ For faith in the Word 
purifies, because just as the Word of God is completely pure and good, so it 
makes him who adheres to it pure and good like itself. Whatever it has and is able 
to do it shares with him who adheres to it and believes it…Christ says in John 
15:3: ‘You are clean because of the Word which I have spoken to you.’ Thus also 
Ps. 51:4, in the Hebrew: ‘Against Thee alone have I sinned … so that Thou art 
justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy judgment.’ He who believes in the 
Word of God is righteous, wise, true, good, etc.” (152–153)



Verse 12
“He who is separated from the Word of God or departs from it will 
necessarily remain in wickedness, in uncleanness, and in everything 
that is opposed to the Word of God. ‘He who trusts in his own mind is a 
fool’ (Prov. 28:26), which is a statement against his own confidence. 
Therefore the apostle says in Titus 1:15: ‘To the impure nothing is 
pure, but their minds and consciences are corrupted.’ This is what the 
apostle means here when he speaks of ‘falling away from the living 
God.’ For one falls away from the living God when one falls away from 
His Word, which is alive and gives life to all things, yes, is God Himself. 
Therefore they die. He who does not believe is dead. But falling away 
comes about through unbelief. And thus it is clear what an ‘evil heart’ 
of unbelief is. It is a heart in which nothing is good, but everything is 
evil, because it departs from everything that is good.” (152–153)



Verse 13
“Since we are in the midst of enemies and are continually attracted by 
innumerable allurements, hindered by cares, and engaged in business 
affairs, through all of which we are withdrawn from purity of heart, 
therefore there is only one thing left for us: we must exhort ourselves 
with all zeal and, so to speak, stir up our sluggish spirit by means of 
the Word of God, by meditating on it, reading it, and continually 
listening to it, as the apostle admonishes here...just as the body 
cannot do without its bread—otherwise it is weakened—so the heart of 
man is not strengthened except by this bread of God’s Word. For as 
often as we forget the Word of God, so often do we fall back into the 
love of things and are polluted. We are cleansed from this pollution 
only when we return to the Word.” (153–154)



Verse 13
“How appropriately and properly he speaks when he mentions ‘the deceitfulness 
of sin’! For unbelief arises in the following way: First one overlooks the Creator, 
takes pleasure in the creature, and clings to it as though it were good. Every man 
desires to know nature, but he does so in the wrong way. Next the habit of loving it 
is established, and thus the heart is hardened toward the Word of the Creator, 
who calls it back from affection for the creature. Then unbelief follows. Therefore 
he rightly calls this ‘the deceitfulness of sin,’ for it deceives under the appearance 
of being good. But this “deceitfulness of sin” must be understood in a very general 
manner as including even one’s own righteousness and wisdom. For one’s own 
righteousness and wisdom deceives most of all and hinders faith in Christ, since 
we love the flesh and the sensations of the flesh, likewise property and riches, in a 
similar way. But we love nothing more passionately than our own feeling, 
judgment, purpose, and will, especially when they have the appearance of being 
good. Therefore Christ declared in John 5:44 that it is impossible for such people 
to believe. ” (154)



CHAPTER 4
"Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For 

we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let 

us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need." (Hebrews 4:14-16 NKJ)



Verse 4

“It should be the one desire of Christians to die to this life 
more and more every day and, because they are weary of it, 
to hasten to the life to come.” (163)



Verse 12

“Since the Lord is present everywhere, one should believe in 
Him with all confidence; for He can help us everywhere, even 
if everything forsakes us everywhere.” (164)



Verse 12

“No punishment is on a par with the punishment which the godless 
endure from the mere presence of the angry countenance of God, as 
Ps. 21:9 states: ‘Thou wilt make them as a blazing oven at the time of 
Thy angry countenance.’…And 2 Thess. 1:8–9 states that ‘those who 
do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ shall suffer eternal 
punishments in their ruin, away from the face of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power.’ Therefore since the Word of God is above all things, 
outside all things, within all things, before all things, behind all things, 
and therefore everywhere, it is impossible to escape to any place.” 
(164-165)



Verse 14

“To those who have been terrified in consequence of the fear of that eternal 
judgment and that horrible cutting and division, no other refuge is left than 
that one sanctuary which is Christ, our Priest, in whose humanity alone we 
are protected and saved from a judgment of this kind, as Ps. 91:4 says: ‘He 
will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you will find 
refuge.’…And He Himself says in Matt. 23:37: ‘How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen, etc.’ Hence there is that frequent 
statement in the Psalms (Ps. 63:7): ‘I will exult in the cover of Thy wings.’ 
Likewise (Ps. 27:5): ‘Thou hast protected me in the secret place of Thy 
tabernacle.’…Therefore the apostle also introduces Christ here more as a 
Priest than as a Lord and Judge, in order that He may console those who 
are frightened. (167)



CHAPTER 5
"In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 

loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him" 

(Hebrews 5:7-9 ESV)



Verse 1

“One should note that it is not enough for a Christian to 
believe that Christ was appointed to act on behalf of men 
unless he believes that he, too, is one of those men. For both 
the demons and the godless know that Christ is a Priest for 
men, but they do not believe this way about themselves.” 
(171)



Verse 1

“There is also a great error on the part of those who approach the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist in reliance on the well-known plea that they 
have gone to confession, that they are not conscious of a mortal sin or have 
said their prayers and made their preparations beforehand. All those people 
eat and drink judgment unto themselves, for they do not become worthy 
and pure because of all this. On the contrary, through this confidence in 
their purity they are polluted all the worse. But if they believe and are 
confident that they will attain grace, this faith alone makes them pure and 
worthy—this faith which does not rely on those words but relies on the 
completely pure, holy, and firm Word of Christ, who says (Matt. 11:28): 
‘Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.’ 
Therefore one must approach with confidence in these words, and those 
who approach in this way will not be confounded.” (172–173)



Verse 11

“Neglect of Scripture leads to nothing but thorny opinions, 
involved questions, and burning controversies, and causes 
Scripture in its entirety to have the look of being horribly 
uncultivated.” (179)



CHAPTER 6
"For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by 
no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, "Surely blessing I will bless 

you, and multiplying I will multiply you." And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise." (Hebrews 6:13-15 NKJ)



Verse 6

“One must understand that in this passage the apostle is speaking about the 
falling of faith into unbelief, namely, because of their opinion that they can be 
saved without Christ by their own righteousnesses, which is altogether impossible. 
For this reason he says at the beginning (6:1) that he will omit the words about 
faith and the elementary doctrines of Christ. This means that it is ‘impossible’ for 
him to be restored who at one time began with Christ and, after backsliding, seeks 
someone else. And that this is his meaning he seems to point out clearly enough 
below, in ch. 10:26, where he says: ‘If we sin deliberately … there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins.’ Accordingly, it was the need of the primitive church 
that compelled the apostle to speak so severely against those who had fallen. 
Here there was danger not only with regard to the changing of morals after faith 
had taken root but more so with regard to the newly planted faith itself.” 
(182–183)



Verse 13

“He who wants to serve God must learn to know His will and 
His custom. For who can in any way serve a master whom he 
does not know?” (185)



Verse 13

“Those who presume to grasp Holy Scripture and the Law of 
God with their own intellect and to understand them by their 
own effort are exceedingly in error. For this is the source of 
heresies and godless dogmas, since they approach, not as 
receptive pupils but as bustling teachers, although in Ps. 
92:14–15 it is written: ‘They shall be vigorous and sturdy to 
declare, etc.,’ that is, they shall be teachable in order that 
they may teach.” (186)



CHAPTER 7
"He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through 

Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them." 
(Hebrews 7:25 NKJ)



Verse 1

“Concerning the godless it is stated in Ps. 14:3: ‘The way of peace they 
do not know’ (cf. Rom. 3:17). But it is impossible for one to have this 
peace without faith, that is, the righteousness of God. Ps. 85:10 says: 
‘Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.’ For since God 
takes away all our goods and our life through many tribulations, it is 
impossible for the heart to be calm and to bear this unless it clings to 
better goods, that is, is united with God through faith. Thus the apostle 
is wont to begin his epistles with ‘Grace and peace’ (Rom. 1:7; Gal. 
1:3). And Christ says (John 14:27): ‘My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives, etc.’” (189)



Verse 12

“In the new law there is no difference between a leprous 
Christian and one who is not leprous, or a menstruous 
woman and a young woman in childbed, or a filthy garment 
and a garment that is clean. In short, the only thing that 
makes a difference among Christians is sin, which pollutes 
the conscience. Although everything else, so far as it is 
outside in the flesh, formerly made a distinction between Jew 
and Jew, yet now it makes no distinction whatever between 
Christian and Christian.” (192)



Verse 26

“Christ is ‘the blameless Lamb,’ that is, irreprehensible and 
unaccusable. This, as Isaiah and Peter say, means that ‘He committed 
no sin; no guile was found on His lips’ (1 Peter 2:22; Is. 53:9). He who 
cannot be polluted by others either is called “untainted.” For even if a 
priest of the Law were clean and irreprehensible so far as he himself 
was concerned, he could be polluted by something else if, for example, 
he were to touch a corpse or a leper. But just as Christ was free from 
uncleanness because no inner filth of His own made Him unclean, so 
He cannot be polluted by the filth of others either.” (195)



CHAPTER 8
"Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a 
High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 

in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle 
which the Lord erected, and not man." (Hebrews 8:1-2 NKJ)



Verse 10 

“To say that the Law is in the mouth means that it is taught; 
to say that it is in the ear means that it is heard; to say that it 
is in the eyes means that it is seen. Therefore it is not enough 
for the Law to be in the soul and to state objectively that it is 
there. No, it must be in the soul formally, that is, the Law 
must be written in the heart out of love for the Law.” (198)



CHAPTER 9
"He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is 
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was 
offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him 

He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation." 
(Hebrews 9:26-28 NKJ)



Verse 2

“For the Law and the wisdom of God cannot be understood either 
except in Christ, whom, as the apostle says in 1 Cor. 1:30, ‘God 
made our wisdom and righteousness.’ Finally this also means 
that the Law cannot be fulfilled except in Christ. Just as the 
external Word and the Sacrament, which are meant by the 
lampstand and the table, are shared by the worthy and the 
unworthy, so they are not enough if we do not taste Christ in the 
things that are hidden and, as we read in Col. 3:1, ‘seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is.’” (202)



Verse 14

“Through faith it is (the conscience) at the same time purified and 
made calm, so that out of joy over the remission of sins it no longer 
dreads punishments. Accordingly, to this purity no law, no works, and 
nothing at all except this blood of Christ alone can contribute; nor 
indeed can the blood itself do this unless the heart of man believes 
that this blood has been shed for the remission of sins. For one must 
believe Him who makes the covenant when He says (Matt. 26:28; 
Luke 22:20): ‘This is the blood which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.’” (208–209)



Verse 14

“Even good works done outside grace are sins, so much so that 
they can also be called dead. For if the conscience is mortally 
unclean without the blood of Christ, it can do only what it itself is, 
that is, what is unclean, as the apostle also teaches in Titus 1:15: 
‘To the unclean nothing is clean.’ It is certain, however, that he is 
not speaking about venial impurity but about impurity that is 
mortal. Otherwise even to the clean and the saintly nothing is 
clean, that is, without venial sin, since even their righteousnesses
are unclean, as Is. 64:9 says.” (209)



Verse 14

“A good, clean, quiet, and joyful conscience is nothing except faith in 
the remission of sins. This faith can be put only in the Word of God, 
which proclaims to us that the blood of Christ was shed for the 
remission of sins. For no matter to what extent we were to see or hear 
that the blood of Christ was shed, the conscience would by no means 
be made clean as a result of this unless the words ‘for the remission 
of sins’ are added. For the Jews saw, all the Gentiles heard, and they 
were not made clean. Indeed, it is not enough either to believe that it 
was shed for the remission of sins unless they believe that it was shed 
for the remission of their own sins. Behold, only the blood of Christ 
that was shed makes the conscience clean through faith in the Word 
of Christ.” (210)



Verse 14

“One should also pay special attention to the pronouns ‘His,’ ‘His own,’ 
‘My,’ etc. For not all flesh or all blood, but only Christ’s, that is, that 
which was shed for the remission of sins, makes clean and nourishes. 
From this it follows that those who meditate on Christ’s Passion only in 
order that they may suffer with Him or gain from it something else than 
faith meditate in a way that is nothing short of fruitless and 
heathenish. For even what heathen could not suffer this way with 
Christ in His suffering? But one should think of His Passion with the 
desire that faith be increased, namely, that the more frequently one 
meditates, the more fully one believes that the blood of Christ was 
shed for one’s own sins.” (210–211)



Verse 14

“Without Christ one does not ‘serve the living God’ but either 
creatures or idols, that is, the things ‘that are nothing in the 
world’ (cf. 1 Cor. 8:4), even though they seem to be doing 
what is good. Therefore the notion which says that one can 
serve God without grace and not sin is destroyed again.” 
(211)



Verse 23

“To cling to God is to be freed from the world and all 
creatures; to bear the image of Christ is to live according to 
the love and the example of Christ. ‘He who says that he loves 
God, and does not keep His commandments is a liar,’ says 1 
John 2:4. But since these divine blessings are invisible, 
incomprehensible, and deeply hidden, nature cannot attain or 
love them unless it is lifted up through the grace of God.” 
(216)



Verse 23

“It is a great thing to be a Christian and to have one’s life 
hidden, not in some place, as in the case of the hermits, or in 
one’s own heart, which is exceedingly deep, but in the 
invisible God Himself, namely, to live amid the things of the 
world and to be nourished by what appears nowhere except 
by means of ordinary verbal indication and hearing alone, as 
Christ says in Matt. 4:4: ‘Man does not live by bread alone but 
by every word.’ (216–217)



CHAPTER 10
“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 

for He who promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:22-23 NKJ)



Verse 5

“If you ask a Christian what the work is by which he becomes 
worthy of the name ‘Christian,’ he will be able to give 
absolutely no other answer than that it is the hearing of the 
Word of God, that is, faith. Therefore the ears alone are the 
organs of a Christian man, for he is justified and declared to 
be a Christian, not because of the works of any member but 
because of faith.” (224)



CHAPTER 11
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the 

things which are seen were not made of things which are visible." 
(Hebrews 11:1-3 NKJ)



Verse 1

“Since faith is nothing else than a clinging to the Word of God, as is 
stated in Rom. 1:17, it follows that the possession of the Word of God, 
that is, of the everlasting goods, is at the same time also the taking 
away (at least so far as affection and clinging are concerned) of all 
present goods, as Ps. 73:28 states: ‘For me it is good to cling to God.’ 
Therefore the apostle, as a wise and faithful agent of his Lord, properly 
calls the rews, who founded their substance on this world, back to ‘a 
better substance, which is the gaining of the soul’ (cf. Heb. 10:34, 39), 
yes, of all goods, in order that in this way he may divest them of their 
affection for temporal things and transfer them to heavenly things.” 
(230–231)



Verse 4

“Here the apostle determines clearly that the importance of 
the sacrifices and the entire value of the merit did not lie in 
the worthiness or the greatness of the work, but that faith is 
the cause; for God weighs the spirits and looks at the hearts. 
Ps. 7:15 states that He ‘loves the righteous and searches the 
hearts.’ And in 1 Sam. 16:7 He says to Samuel: ‘Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart.’ 
Therefore He requires nothing of man except the heart.” 
(232)



Verse 4

“It is clear that these words of the apostle have the same 
meaning that is recorded in Gen. 4:4: ‘God had regard for 
Abel’—namely, first because of his faith, not because of his 
work, for this follows—‘and for his offerings.’ Accordingly, this 
is the crossroad where the truly righteous and the hypocrites 
separate. For those who are truly righteous press forward to 
works through faith and grace; the hypocrites, with perverse 
zeal, press forward to grace through works, that is, to what is 
impossible.” (232)



Verse 5

“God wanted his taking up to be recorded in the Holy Scriptures for our 
sakes, namely, ‘in order that the human soul,’ says Chrysostom, ‘might 
get the hope that death would be destroyed and the tyranny of the 
devil would be condemned.’ For all this took place in order that in the 
beginning faith concerning the Savior’s future redemption might be 
nourished and sustained, and that the human race might not see itself 
completely deserted and despair of redemption. For the elect never 
lacked consolation. Nor did they lack tribulation. Thus although in Abel 
the human race saw death, yet in him it saw a better life. Although in 
Enoch it saw no death, yet in him it saw life.” (234–235)



Verse 6

“‘To believe that God exists’ seems to many to be so easy that they have ascribed 
this belief both to poets and to philosophers, as the apostle also asserts in Rom. 
1:20. In fact, there are those who think that this is self-evident. But such human 
faith is just like any other thought, art, wisdom, dream, etc., of man. For as soon 
as a trial assails, all those things immediately topple down. Then neither reason 
nor counsel nor faith has the upper hand. Ps. 107:27 says: ‘They reeled like a 
drunken man, and all their wisdom was swallowed up.’ For this reason the apostle 
James calls this faith ‘dead’ (2:17), and others call it ‘acquired’ faith. But in man 
there is nothing that is not vanity and a lie…Such faith believes nothing about 
itself but believes only about others. For even if it believes that God exists and 
rewards those who seek Him, yet it does not believe that God exists and rewards it 
itself. Therefore, as the saying goes, it is faith about God, not in God. (235)



Verse 6

“Another faith is needed, namely, the faith by which we 
believe that we are numbered among those for whom God 
exists and is a Rewarder. But this faith does not come from 
nature; it comes from grace. For nature is terrified and flees 
from the face of God, since it believes that He is not God but 
is a tyrant, a torturer, and a judge, as the well-known words in 
Deut. 28:65 state: ‘The Lord will give you a trembling heart … 
and your life shall hang in doubt before you.’” (235)



Verse 8

“The greatest of all trials is the trial of faith, against which the 
devil employs both his own strength and that of all men and 
all things.” (238)



CHAPTER 12
"Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." 

(Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJ)



CHAPTER 13
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led 
away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be 

strengthened by grace" (Hebrews 13:8 ESV)


