
“I was watching in the night visions, And behold, 
One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds 

of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And 
they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him 
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

That all peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His 
kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.” 

(Daniel 7:13-14) 



722 BC Samaria (Israel) falls to Syria
605 BC First Judeans, including 

Daniel, exiled to Babylon
587 BC Babylonians take Jerusalem; temple 

destroyed
538 BC Cyrus decrees that exiles may 

return to Judah
536 BC Daniel’s final vision





“…whoever does not fall down 
and worship shall be cast 
immediately into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace.”  
(Daniel 3:6)

“If that is the case, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us from your 
hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to 
you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image which 
you have set up.”  (Daniel 3:17-18) 



“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went home. And in his upper room, 
with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he 
knelt down on his knees three times that day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as 
was his custom since early days.” (Daniel 6:10)

“My God sent His angel and shut the lions' 
mouths, so that they have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent before Him; 
and also, O king, I have done no wrong 
before you.” (Daniel 6:22) 



God’s rule
Daniel 2:44-45
Daniel 7:13-14

Saints & the Kingdom
Daniel 7:18, 21-22, 27

What do these passages say about God’s rule  
and the kingdom of the saints?



Kingdom of God through 
Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection

1. 



2. 



Earthly 
Kingdom of 
power and 

glory

2. 



Two main mistakes

1) Hermeneutical: Twisting the text 
according to a preconceived end-
time time table

2) Theological: Minimizing the 
ministry of Christ and the coming 
of God’s Kingdom in the ministry of 
Jesus



Preterist (full/consistent & partial) “Past fulfillment”

• All the end-times prophecies of the New
Testament were fulfilled in AD 70 when the
Romans attacked and destroyed Jerusalem.

• The Law was fulfilled in AD 70 and God’s covenant
with Israel was ended.

• Every event normally associated with the end
times—Christ’s second coming, the tribulation,
the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment—
has already happened.

• Jesus’ return to earth was a “spiritual” return, not a
physical one. http://www.gotquestions.org/preterist.html



Historicism 

• Method of interpretation in Christian eschatology
which associates biblical prophecies with actual
historical events and identifies symbolic beings
with historical persons or societies.

• A progressive and continuous fulfillment of
prophecy

• Contained the viewpoint of almost all Protestant
Reformers from the Reformation into the 19th
century.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historicism_%28Christianity%29#cite_note-1



Futurist (“Future fulfillment”)

• Most end-time prophecies (especially the big
three events — the Second Coming, Resurrection,
and Judgment) are yet to be fulfilled.

• Many do not really believe that Christ has been
successful in fully establishing His Kingdom.

John Nelson Darby, Scofield Reference Bible
http://www.christianeschatology.com/futurism_dispensationalism.htm

http://www.preterist.org/about-us/what-is-preterist-view/





Read Daniel 2:17-23

Relevant questions:  

• What is the context?
(2:1-1311)

• What do Daniel and his friends seek from 
God?  Why?

• Who revealed the meaning of the dream 
to Daniel?  Where?



Daniel speaks with the king, Daniel 2:24-35

• What does Daniel confess before the king 
concerning the dream and its meaning?

• What does Daniel say about  the reason 
why the dream was given and its meaning 
revealed to Daniel? 



The dream, Daniel 2:31-35

…a stone was cut out without
hands, which struck the image
on its feet of iron and clay, and
broke them in pieces. (2:34)

A great 
mountain…filled 
the whole earth



The meaning of the dream as given by God 
through Daniel, 2:26-43

The Four Kingdoms
1) Head of gold—Babylon? 
2) Chest  & arms of silver—
Persia?
3) Belly & sides/thigh of bronze—Greek 
Kingdoms?
4) Legs of Iron, feet are iron & clay—Rome?

Do any of these kingdoms remain?



The meaning of the dream as given by God 
through Daniel, 2:44-45

The great mountain—God’s kingdom

God’s kingdom is established in the days of 
these kings. It stands forever!

Mark 1:14-15; Matthew 10:7; 
Luke 10:9; John 18:36; 
Romans14:17



Dispensational premillennialism understanding
Which 
coming 
of Christ 

is 
foretold 

in 
Daniel’s 
vision, 

the first 
or the 

second?

Does Daniel 2 mention 10 toes or west and east?



Daniel 12:1-2 “And at that time your people shall 
be delivered, Every one who is found written in 
the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, 
Some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

Revelation 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and 
great, standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books.”


